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Dear I“eader;

Tm very excited that you’re \'\oHihs the Kindle edition of
Piary of a \:\limw Kid in your hands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed ot
+he Possibil-’ries. Carryiha a whole |i{>rary around with me on a
device T could i+ in the \Da|m of my Khand? Amazihs.

What's been Very rewarc{ihg +o me as an author has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of Pio\ry of a
\l\]iM\Dy Kuc{ wH')n ‘H\em. ﬂ\e Kihdle allows kic}s o }mVe ‘H'\e
whole series at their 1[ih3er+i\>s, and the reaclihg experience
is crisp and clean every time . . . with no chance of +oda7/)s

breakfast staining +he pages-
ﬂ\ahk 7/ou for \)urc}msihs Didry of a WEM\))/ Kaci on 7/our

Kindle. T )nope it gives you lots of |au3)ns and you Nave as
much fun reading it as T did writing it.

Jeff Kihhey
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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK



SEPTEMBER
First of all, let me get SOme-ﬂwihS s+ra59)n+-° This
is a JOURNAL, not a dio\ry. T know what it
says oh the cover, but when Mom went out to

buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY  4old her 4o
get one that didnt say “diary” on it.

Great. All T need is for some J'erk to catch me
.co\rr7/ih3 ‘H\is book around and Se‘f ‘l‘\'\e wrong idea.

The other +\-\ih3 T want 4o clear up ris}vl' away
is that this was MOM’s icleo\, hot mine.

But if she thinks Tm going o write down m7/
"-Feelihss" in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just dont expect me o be all “Dear Piaryn +his
and “Dear Diary“ +hat.



The oh|>/ reason 1 o\areecl to do this at all is
becavse T fu’gure later on when Tm rich and
famous, T1l have better +\'\ih35 to do than
answer ‘)e0\7|e)s s+U\>iJ questions all cla7/ long. So
+his book is gonhha come ih }\o\hcly.

HERE'S MY
JOURNAL.

GREGORY!
TELL US

WERE YOU

ALWAYS NOW

o) PR |\ 38

u A HOO.
CHILDHOOD! HANDSOME?

Like T So\id, T be famous one dd}l, but for now
T'm stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.

.



Let me just say for the record that T think
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit +heir
Srowﬂ\ spurt 7/e+ mixed in with these gorillas who
need to shave twice a cia?/.

OUTTA MY

jEﬁJ g ‘

And then +)ne7/ wohder w)ny bullyihg is such a big

‘JroHem in middle school.

Tf it was up to me, sro\de levels would be based
on \'\eis}\‘l', hot age. But then dso\ih , T guess
that would mean kids like Chiro\a GU‘)“"Q would
still be in the first Sracle.




Today 1S -H-\e first dd?’ of sc\'\ool, and ris\ﬁ' how
we re Just waiting around for the teacher to }wrry
up and finish +he seating chart. So T figured T
mis\vl' as well write in this book +o pass the time.

B)/ ‘H\e Wo\)/, let+ me SiVe 7/ou some soocl advice. On
the first dd}’ of school, you got o be real careful
where you sit. You walk into the classroom and Just
\)luhk your stuff down on any old desk and the
hext ‘H\ihs 7/ou khow the eacher is Sayihg—'

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hose)/ in

front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

L.,,



Jason Brill came in late and almost sat o my
ru'a}vh but |uckil7/ T s+0\>\>ecl that from )na\)\)ehihg
at the last second.

Next ‘)erioc}, T should Just sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. Put T guess T do +\'\o\+, it Jus-l' proves
T didn? learn ahyﬂwihs from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS

NOTE TO
SHELLY?




Man, 1 dont know WHAT s up wi‘H'\ 35r|s ﬂ\ese
Aays. T+ used 4o be a whole lot simpler back in
elemeh-l'ary school. The deal was, if you were the
fastest runner in your class, you got all the 3ir|s.

Ahcl in the fifth Srade, the fastest runner was

Ronnie McCoy.
¥ n < O

a g,
mcg =0 ﬁm

Nowadays, its a whole lot more comvlico\-fed. Now
its about the kind of clothes 7/ou wear or how

rich 7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie McCoy are scro\-l'chihg their
heads wohderihs what the heck \wo\‘)‘)ehed.

ﬂ\e most ?opulo\r boy n m7/ Srade 1S Bryce
Anderson. The -H\ihg that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into 35r|s, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7/ come around in the last cou‘>|e

of years.
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T remember how Bryce used to act back in

e|emeh+o\r7/ sc\'\oo|.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

?Pﬂ%

But 01[ course how L dont Se‘l’ ah7/ credit for
sticking with the girls all this time.

Like I said, Bryce 1S +)ne most POPU|°‘" kid in our
srade, so that leaves all the rest of us auys
scrambhha for the other spots.

ﬂ\e best j: can fiaure 1S ‘I'\wo\‘l' :fm somew\-\ere
around 52nd or 53rd most ‘)o‘>0|o\r +his yedr.
But the 300& hews is that Tm about to move
up ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me,

and \we’s Se‘H'ihs Hs braces next week.




T try o explain all this Poyularﬁy stuff 4o my
friend Rowley (who is Frobo\{)ly }xoVerihS ris\ﬁ'
around the 150 mark, b)/ the wo\7/), but T think
it just goes in ohe ear and out the other with him.

"?_?f AN
] [ ] G L) ul-
. ]
\/\]edhesda¥

%Jd?/ we had P)nys Ed, so the first -H\ihs T
did when T got outside was sneak off 4o the
basketball court to see if the Cheese was still
-H'\ere. Ahd sure ehous}\, it was.

%
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ﬂm‘l' \)iece of C\-\eese }ms been si‘HihS on +)ne
{>|o\ck+0\> since last S\Drihg. T guess it mustVve
Jro‘)‘)ec} out of someones sandwich or 50me+\'\ih3.
After o couple of clays , the Cheese started getting
all molcly and has+7/. Nobo&y would \)la?/ basketball on
‘H'\e court w%ere -H\e C\\eese was, even ‘H\oua\'\ ‘H'\drl'
was the °h|7' court +hat had a )noo? with a net.

Then one Jay, this kid named Darren Walsh
touched the Cheese with his fihser , and thats
what started +his +)nih3 called the Cheese Touch.
T+s bo\sico\“)/ like +he Cooties. 1 you get the
Cheese /E)uc}\ " you’re stuck with i+ until 7/ou

pass i+ on Yo someone else.

The oh|7/ waly to protect yourseh[ from the
Cheese Touc}\ 1S to cross 7/our fihsers.



But its not that easy rememberihs to keeP 7/our
fihsers crossed eVery moment of the dd?" T ended
up -l'o\‘)iha mine +03e+\~\er so +\we7/’ci s+a7/ crossed

all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it
was +o+a||>/ worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
Touch in A\)ril, and hobody would even come hear
\wim for +)ne rest of -H\e year. ﬂwis summer Abe
moved away to California and took the Cheese

Touch with him.

T Jus’r \-\O\De someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touc\\ up aso\ih, because I dont need ‘H\o\‘f kind

of stress in my life ahymore.

Thorsday

Tm )navihs a serious|>/ hard time getting used
‘o +)ne fact ‘l’)nd‘l’ summer 1S oVer ahd I )naVe ‘o
Se‘l' out of bed eVery morhih3 o 90 ‘o sc\\ool.

M7/ summer did not exac+|7/ 3e+ off 10 a Srea‘l'
start, thanks to my older brother Rodrick.

10



A couP|e of dqys into summer Vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of +he hiﬁ}ﬁ. He told
me L s|e\>+ +\'\rou3\\ the whole summer, but that
|ucki|7/ T woke up Just in time for the first

Clo\y of school.

A
You mis}ﬁ think T was \)re‘H'y dumb for -fo\“ihs
for +)na+ one, but Rodrick was dressed up N Hs
school clothes and he set my alarm clock ahead o
make it look like it was the morhiha. Plus, he
closed my curtains so 1 couldnt see that i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me up, T J'us+ 30+ dressed and

went downstairs to make m7/se|1[ some breakfast,

ike T do every morning oh school Aa?/.

11



But T guess T must have made o \)re++7/ 563
racket because the next -H-\ihs T knew, Dad was
downstairs, 7/e||ih3 at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morhing.

I+ took me a minute o -{isure out w}\o\‘f ‘l‘)ne \'\eck

was aoihs on.

A{‘l‘er T did, T told Dad that Rodrick had
‘)|a7/ed a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting 7/e||eci at.

Dad walked down to the basement to chew
Rodrick out, and T +a33ed a|oh3. T couldn®
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comih3 to him.

12



But Rodrick covered up his tracks \)re++7/ sood.
And 4o this clo\y, T'm sure Dad thinks Tve

30‘\' a screw loose or 50me+\\ih3.

Todd?/ at school we 30+ assighe& to reo\dihs groups.

ﬂ\ey dont come ris}vl' out and +ell 7/ou if
)/ou’re in the Gifted group or the Easy group,
but 7/ou can fisure it out n's‘\‘l’ awa?/ b)/ |ookih3
at the covers of +he books +)ne7/ hand out.

. 1
EINSTEIN Bink

AS A
CHILD

g:_t.\! « "7
Yam 2 |

13



T was \Dre++7/ disa\)\)oih‘ke& to find out T 30‘!’
\DU‘l‘ in the Gifted group, becavse that Jus+ means

a lot of extra work.

When -H-\e)/ did the screehihs at the end of last
7/eo\r, :[ did m7/ best to make sure I 30+ \)u+ )
the Eo\sy group this year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

Mom is real ‘h'sk'i' with our Pn’hci?ah so LIl bet
she s+e\>\>ec} in and made sure T 30‘!’ \)u+ in the
Gifted group o\ﬁo\ih.

Mom is alwo?/s sayihg T'm a smart kid, but that
L Just dont “o\ﬂ)|7/“ myseh[.

14



But if there’s one ‘H\ihs T learned from Ro&rick,
its 4o set \)60\)‘6’5 expectations real low so you
end up. Surprising them by Prac’n’co\lly doihs
hoﬂ\ihs at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.

15



Ac‘l’ua”y, Tm kind of Slo\d my \>|o\h to get put
n ‘H\e Eqsy group didnt work.

T saw a cou‘>|e of the "Bink Says Boo" kids
}xol&ihg their books u?sicle down, and T dont
think +)ne7/ were \jokihs.

So\-l'urdo\)/
Well, the first week of school is fiho\lly over, so
+oclo\7/ T s|e\>+ in.

Most kids wake up ear|7/ on Sa+urda7/ to watch
cartoons or w)na-l"eVer, but not me. ﬂwe oh|7/ reason
T get out of bed at all on weekends is because
eVeh+ua||7/, T cant stand the taste of my owh

{)reo\‘l'\'\ dh)/mo re.

16



Uhfor-hma‘fely, Dad wakes up at 6:00 in the
morning no matter WHAT day of the week i+
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am +r7/ih3 ‘o ehJoy my Sa+urcla>/ like

a hormal person.

T didn+ have o\h7/+\~\ih3 to do +ocla7/ so 1 Jus+
headed up to Row|e7/)s house.

Rowley S -l'ec\\hico\lly my best friend, but that is
defihi+e|7/ subJeC‘I' to c\\o\hge.

TVve been aVoidihS Rowley since the first Jo\y of
school, when he did some-ﬂ\ihs that reo\||7/

o\hhoyed me.

17



We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
the end of the day , and Row|e7/ came up to me

and said—

WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND

PLAAYYY?

———
m—
—

[

; \1_

T have +old Rowley at least a billion times that
how that were in middle school, )/ou’re suP\)osed
to sa?/ "\mhs ou’r," hot "‘Jlo\y.“ But no matter
"\ow mahy hoosies :[ siVe Hm , }\e always -for‘se‘l's
the hext time.

Tve been +r7/ih3 to be a lot more careful about

my image ever since T got to middle school. But
having Row|e7/ around is c}e[&hi-rel)/ not helvihg.

18



T met Rowley a few years ago when he moved
nto my heig)n{)orhood.

His mom boug\ﬁ‘ him this book called “How to
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came o
m7' }\ouse ‘h’)/ih@ all +)nese dumb Simmicks.

(knock KNOC@

HUH?
r
THERMOS EXCUSE ME'?

ERMOS BE SOME SAY
WAY TO TICKLE T Tm—
YOUR FUNNY BONE! / hWHAT: -
’7’?\\\ i
_-""--.
d ==
6 p—

N T

T guess T kind of felt Sorr7/ for Row|e7/, and T
decided to take him under m7/ wihS.

T+s been Srea‘t \-\o\viha him arouh&, mos+|7/ because
L get to use all the tricks Rodrick ‘)ulls on ME.

19



DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE ITS A
SIGN OF “LOW INTELLIGENCE"?

%3 ﬁ o

BUT DO I
HAVE “LOW

20



Mohda>{

You know how T said T \7|a7/ all sorts of Pro\hks
on Rowley? Well, T have a little brother named
Mo\hhy, and T could NEVER get away with

\)U”ih& ah7/ of that stuff on him.

Mom and Dad profect Mo\hhy like he’s a prince or
50me+¥\ih3. And he never gets in trouble, even if
he rea||7/ deserves it.

Yes+erda7/, Mahhy drew a se|1[-\>or+rai+ on m7/
bedroom door in Permaheh‘l’ marker. T -H-\oug)n‘l'
Mom and Dad were reo\||7/ going to let him have

i, but as usual, T was wrong.

( A’W'Mﬁ) ’

NS
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But the thing that bugs me the most about
Mdhh)’ is the nickname he has for me. When he
was a bo\by, he couldnt pronounce “brother,”
so he started calliha me "Bubby.“ And he
STILL calls me +hat now, even ‘H-\oug\'\ T kee‘)

+r7’ih3 to get Mom and Dad to make him =

Luckily honhe of m7/ friends "\aVe found out 7/e+,

but believe me, T have had some rea||7/ close calls.

HA PPY BIRTH DAYI@L

HEY, THIS ONE
SAYS ITS TO
BUBBY 1

MUST BE
A MISTAKE.

22



Mom makes me }xelv Mahhy get rea&y for school in
the morhihg. /An[*l'er T make Mo\hhy his breo\kfast
he carries his cereal bowl into the {o\mily room and

sits on his ‘)‘dS‘HC ‘)o+‘l7/.

- “C” 1S FOR COOKIE
: AND COOKIE 1S
FOR ME!
7 (AD

And when its time for him to 90 to dd)/ care, he
3e+s up and dum\)s whatever he didnt eat ris}vl' n
the oilet.

Mom is a|wa7/s getting on me about not {ihis)niha
y breakfast. But if she had 4o scrape corh
flakes out of the bottom of a plastic \>o++7
eVery morhing, she wouldnt have much of an

a\)Pe-I'i'l'e ei-H\er.

23
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T don*t know if T mentioned this bew[ore, but T
am SUPER 300& at video games. Tl bet T

could beat anyohe in my Srade head-+o-head.

Uhfor-\'uha-l'el)/, Dad does not exo\c+|7/ aP'\)reciaﬁe
m7/ skills. He’s o\|wa7/s 3eHih3 on me about going
out and doih@ 50me+\-\ih3 “active.”

So +ohi3\'\+ after dinner when Dad started
‘wo\sshha me about soihg ou+side, T 4ried to
exylaih ‘\ow wi-ﬂw video games, )/ou can \)lay s?or-l's
like football and soccer, and you dont even get all
hot and swea+7.

=

But as usual, Dad didnt see my |035c.

24



Dad is a Pre++7/ Smart 3u7/ n sehero\l but w)neh
it comes to common sense, Ssometimes T wonder
about \\im.

T'm sure Dad would dismantle My game s7ls+em
if he could {iaure out how to do it. But |ucki|7/,
the ‘)CO‘)‘Q who make these +¥\ih35 make them
\)o\reh‘f-\)rom[.

DAG NAB
THESE FANCY
GADGETS!

25



EVery time Dad kicks me out of the house to do
some-ﬂ\iha S\>or+7/, T Jus+ 90 up to Rowley’s and
Vlay my video games there.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, the oh|7/ games T can Play at
Rowley’s are co\r-ro\cihs games and stuff like +hat.

Because whenever T {)rihg d_game up ‘o Row|e7/’s
)nouse, )nis dad looks i+ up on some \)o\reh-l's’ Web

site. And if m7/ game has ANY kind of fu’g\\‘h'hg

or Violence in i+, he wont let us P“’?/‘

TN
» »

Tm getting a little sick_of Playihs Formula One
Racihs with Rowley, because he's not a serious

gamer ike me. All that you have to do to beat
Row|e7/ IS _hame your car SOmeﬂ-\ihs ridiculous at

+he beaihhihs of the game.
26



And then when you. pass Rowley’s car, he Just
falls o \Dieces.

/

BRD
FART HAHA
ARHERD! @QAHA )

Ah)/way, after 1 30+ done mo‘)‘)ihs +}\e floor
with Rowley +ocla7/, T headed home. T ran
‘I'\'\roua\\ the heig\'\bor’s S\DrihHer a couvle times o
make it look like T was all swea-|7/, and that
seemed to do the trick for Dad.

27



But m7/ trick kind of back{ired, because as soon

as Mom saw me, S}\e made me 90 U\DS‘h:\irs and

take a s%ower.

\/\]edhesda?[

T guess Dad must have been \Dreﬂ'y \-\a\)\)y with
himself for makihs me go outside 7/e$+ercla)/,
because he did it o\saih +oéo\>/.

T+s getting rea||7/ o\hhoyihs to have to go vp to
Rowley’s every time T want to \)la?/ a Video game.
There's this weird kid named Freﬁley who lives
ho\lfway between my house and Rowley’s, and
Fresley IS a|wa7/s ‘-\o\hgihs out in his front 7/o\r4.
So its pretty hard o avoid him.

WANNA SEE
MY “SECRET
FRECKLE™?

28



Fregley IS in my P\wys Ed class at school, and he
has this whole made-up |ah3uo\3e. Like when he
heeds to g0 to +\'\e bo\‘l’\'\room, }\e So\7/s—-

V4 )
Us kids have \)re'H'y much figured 'Fresle)/ out 57/

now, but T dont think the teachers have rea||7/
co\ug\'\‘l' on 7/e+.

’E)cla?/, T Probably would have gohe vp o Rowley’s
on my/ owh ahyway, because m7/ brother Rodrick

and \wis band were Pro\c+icih3 down in ﬂ\e basement.

29



Ro&rick’s bahc} s REALLY aw{u|, ahcl 1 cant
stand beihg home when +)ne7/’re *\o\vihs rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Dio\\)er," ohly it
svelled “Lsded Di?er" on Rodrick’s van.

You mig\ﬁ think he S\>e||ed it that way to make it
look cooler, but 1 bet if 7/ou told Rodrick }\ow
“Loaded Dio\\)er“ is rea||>/ S\De“ed, it would be news
to him.

Dad was o\saihs+ the idea of Rodrick s+o\r+ih3 a
band, but Mom was all for it.

She’s +he one who bous\’rl' Rodrick his first

drum set.

30



T 4hink Mom has +his idea that we're all going
o0 learn +o \Dlo\y instruments and then become one

of +hose -fo\mﬂ)/ bands like you see on V.

Dad really hates \weaVy metal, and thats the

kind of music Rodrick and his band play. T dont
think Mom rea||7/ cares what Rodrick ‘J‘d)/S or listens
to, because to her, all music is the same. Tn

fact, earlier +ocio\7/, Rodrick was |is+ehih3 to one

of )nis CDs in ‘H\e 1[o\mi|7/ room, and Mom came in

ahd s+ar+ecl dahcihg.

@‘a?ﬁ
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ﬂ\dd’ rea||7/ bu%ed Roclrick, so he drove off to

‘H‘\e store and came back fifteen minutes later

wH'\\ some \\eaé‘)\-\ohes. AhJ +)na+ ?re‘H)/ muc\'\
took care of the ProHem

N\

P

nwrsdq?z

YeS‘I'erclo\)/ Rodrick got a new ‘\ea\/)/ metal CD,
and it had one of those “Parental \r\lo\rhihS"

stickers on it.

T have never soﬁeh to listen to one of those
Parental \Alarhihe CDS, because Mom and Dad never
le+ me buy them at the mall. So T realized the oh|7/

way T was gonna get a chance to listen o
Rodrick’s CD was if I shuck it out of -H'\e \\ouse.

This morhing, after Rodrick lef+, T called up Rowley
and told him to {)rihs his CD ‘J|q7/er +o school.
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ﬂ\eh I went down to Rodrick’s room and took
the CD off his rack.

Youre not allowed to brihg personal _music \)|a7/ers
to school, so we had to wait to use it until after
lunch when the teachers let us outside. As soon
as we got the chance, me and Rowley snuck
around the back of +he school and loaded up
Rodrick's CD.

But Rowley 1[or30+ to ‘)U+ batteries in his CD
\)la)/er, so it was \)re++7/ much worthless.

ﬂ\eh T came up with this sreo\-l' idea for a game.,

The ob Jec-i' was to \)U+ +he }\eacl\))nohes on 7/our
head and then +r7/ to shake them off without
usihs 7/our }mhds.
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ﬂ\e winher was w\\oeVer could s\wo\ke -H\e )neo\ci\)hohes
off in +)ne s’nor+es+ amount of time.

T had +he record with seven and a half secohds,
but T think T mis\-\‘l' have shook some of m7/
-fi“ihss loose with that one.

Rish‘l’ in the middle of our game, Mrs. Crais came
around the corner and caug)n‘f us red-handed. She
took the music quyer dWo\7/ from me and started
c)newihs us out.

) |

l

TN T

III'IHI]‘_}
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But T think she had the wrohg idea about what
we were Joihs back there. She started +e||ih3 uS
how rock and roll is “evil” and how its going o

run our brdu'hs.

T was soihs to tell her that there werent even
ahy batteries in the CD ‘)|a7/er, but T could tell she
didnt want to be ih+errup+ed. So '\; J'us+ waited

until she was dohe, and then T said, “Yes, mad am.

»

But ris\'ﬁ' when Mrs. Cr‘ai& was about to let us
90, Rowley started blub{)eriha about }\ow \'\e doesn+

want rock and roll to ruin his “brains.”

Honestly, sometimes T dont know about that boy.
4 4
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rigo

\/\lell, now 1 Ve gohe and done it.

Last h@ﬁ', after eVeryohe was in bed, I snuck
downstairs to listen to Rodrick’s CD on the

stereo in ‘H\e 'Fo\mily room.

T \Du+ Rodrick’s new }xeo\d\)hohes on and cranked
up ‘H‘\e volume REALLY )nua\\ ﬂ\eh I \'\H‘ "‘)lo\y.“

URRt

=
=
By

First, let me Just say T can defihi-tel)/ understand
w\-\y -H\e)/ PU"’ +)na+ “Parental \r\]o\rhihsn sticker
on ﬂ\e CD.

But T oh|7/ 30+ to hear about +\'\ir+7/ seconds of
the first sohg before T got ih-l-erru‘)-re&.
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T+ 4urns ovt T didnt have the \\ead\))nohes \)lugsecl
into the stereo. So the music was ac+ua||7/ coming

‘H‘\rous\\ ‘H'\e SPEAKERS, hot ‘H’\e \’\eaci‘)\'\ohes.

5{55_{_.

Dad marched me up to m7/ room and shut the
door be\\ihd \-\im, and +)neh \\e said—

@"S YOU AND

'ME HAVE A TALK,
FRIEND.

S

(0]

0]

O

7
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Whenever Dad says “friend” that way, you know
)/ou’re in trouble. ﬂ-\e first time Dad ever said
“friend” like that o me, T didnt 3e+ that he was
beih& sarcastic. So T kind of let my Suarcl down.

m“ =
T W —

I dont make ‘H\a‘l' mistake o\h7/more.

TohisH‘, Dad yellec} at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided he'd rather be in bed
than standing in my. room in his underwear. He
told me T was Srouhc}ed from \>|a7/ih9 video games
for two weeks, which is about what T ex?ec-l'ed.

T guess T should be Slad that's all he did.

The 300& 'H\iha about Dad is that when he gets
ma&, he cools off real c‘uick, and then its over.
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Usually, i you mess up in front of Dad, he Just
throws whatever he’s 30+ in his hands at 7/ou.

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different s+7/|e when it

comes o Puhis)nmeh‘f. 1f you mess up and Mom
co\+c)nes 7/ou, -Hwe first ‘H\ih& s)ne does is to take
a few do\ys o fiaure out w)ndrl' )/our Puhishmeh-l'

should be.

39



Ahc} wMe you,re wai‘h'hs, 7/ou clo all +}\ese nice
‘H-\ihss ‘o +r7/ ‘o 3e+ off easier.

HOW
THOUGHTFUL

I JUST DUSTED
THE DINING
ROOM FOR THE
HECK OF IT!

But then after a few Jays, ria\ﬁ‘ when YOU
{or3e+ you’re in trouble, thats when she |a7/s i+

ARE YOU
HAVING FUN?
§ ; |
@ D

on 7/00.

NO VIDEO
GAMES FOR
A WEEK!
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Mohdo\>{

This video game ban is a whole lot +ou3)ner +han
T thought i+ would be. But at least Tm not the
ohly one in the famﬂ)/ who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some hot water with Mom ris\ﬁ how,
too. Mo\hhy got ahold of one of Rodrick’s }\eaVY
metal magazines, and one of the pages had a
picture of a woman in a bikini |7/ih3 across the
"\oocl of a car. Ahd ‘H‘xeh Mdhhy broug\ﬁ‘ it into

Jo\y care for show-and-+ell.
A1

Ah)/way, T dont think Mom was too ‘\o\ﬂ)y about

getting that \))nohe call.

T saw the maaazihe myself, and it }\oheS‘H)/ wash +
ahyﬂxihg ‘o 3e+ worked up over. But Mom doesnt
allow that kind of stuff in the house.

M



Roc}rick’s ?uhis)nmeh‘f was ‘H\o\‘f \-\e \-\ad ‘o answer

a buhc}\ of queS‘h'ohs Mom wrote out for Hm.

: L]
Tm sorry women.

42



\/\]edhesdd?[

I,m sill erouhded from P|a75h3 video games, So
Maniny has been using mysystem. Mom went out and
{)oush‘l‘ a w)no|e {)uhc}w of educational video gomes,
and wa-l'c)nihs l"\ahhy ‘)|d7/ them is like torture.

WHAT NUMBER
COMES AFTER
TWO AND RHYMES
WITH “TREE"?

The aooc} news is that T {iho\“y -figured out how
‘o 3e+ some of m7/ games ‘)o\S‘l' Row|e7/,s dad. T
Jus+ \)U+ one of m7/ discs in Mahhy’s "Disco\/erihs
the /\|\>)nabe+" case, and thats all i+ takes.

MM Y AR
HMMMM! hire e
T
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“)Uf'de?{

A‘I’ sc‘woo| ‘l‘oclo\y , ‘I'}\e)/ anhounhced ‘H\o\‘l’ student

30Verhmeh+ elections are comihs up. To be )noheS‘I'
with 7/ou ) Tve never had ahy interest in student
government. But when T started thinking about

i+, T realized getting elected Treasurer could
TOTALLY c%ahse my situation at school.

WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN. THE BAND!

HMM. . LET
ME SEE
WHAT 1




Ahd even better ...

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

/" YEAHHHH...
SORRY. CAN'T
HELP YOU

WITH THAT.

Nobody ever -Hm'hks about ruhhihs for Treasurer,
because all anyohe ever cares about are the big-
ticket \Dosi‘h'ohs like President and Vice President.
So T fisure f T sigh up.tomorrow, the

Treasurer J'ob IS PreHy much mine for the +akih3.

riga
Todo\y, T went and Pu-l' my name on the list +o
run for Treasurer. Uh-for“l’uhd‘l’e|7/, +)nis kid named
Mo\r-fy Porter is running for Treasurer, too, and
he's real bro\ihy at math. So this m.‘SH hot be as
eo\sy as 1 ‘H\ous\ﬁ.
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T told Dad that T was running for student
30Verhmeh+, and \'\e seemed Fre-H')/ excited. I+
turns out }\e ran for student SoVerhmeh‘l' w}\eh

he was my age, and he o\c+uo\||7/ won.

Dad dus +}\rou3\\ some old boxes in the basement

and found one of )nis cam‘)o\iah Pos+ers.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

(‘

3
L »
i

ra
IR

VOTE

Frank Heff |e7

FOR

SECRETARY

e ﬂ\ough‘l’ +he \Dos-l'er idea was \Dre-H'y Soocl, so
T asked Dad 4o drive me to the store 4o get
some_supplies. T loaded up oh poster board and
markers, and I sPeh-l" the rest of the his)n-f
mdkihg all m7/ campaigh stuff. So lets JUS‘\' )no‘)e
+hese Pos-l'ers work.
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Mohda¥

T br‘ous}\‘l' m7/ ‘)os+ers in to school 'l‘oda)/ " and T
have +o say, ﬂxe)/ came out \)re-Hy Sood.

O O

Do You Want
MARTY PORTER

+o be your

TREASURER?Y

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL
OUR MONEY, | &=
YOU FOOL! A

o 0

(o] o
REmember‘ in Secohc‘ Smde )now

Mdr+7 Porter had \-\eacl lice?
ITCH .

Do you really want him

-l-ouchfng YOUR money?

0




I started }mhgihs m7/ \)os+ers Up ds sooh as 1
got in. But -H\e)/ were oh|7/ up for about three
minutes before Vice Prihci‘)al Roy SPO‘HeJ ﬂ'\em.

Mr. Roy said you werent allowed 4o write
“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
told Mr. Roy that the -I'Hhe about the head lice
was true, and how it Prac+ica||7/ closed down the
whole school when it \-\a\)\)ehed.

But he took down all my posters anyway. So +oclo\7,
Mar+7/ Porter was going around )nahdihs out |o||i\70\75
to buy himself votes while my posters were sitting at
the bottom of Mr. Roy)s trash can. T guess +his

means my political career is officially over.
Lt )
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OCTOBER

Mohda?(

Well, its fiha“y October, and there are oh|7/
+\-\ir+7/ do\7/s left+ until Halloween. Halloween is
m7/ FAVORITE ‘\0“50\7/, even -H\ough Mom Sd7/S
Tm getting too old 4o 90 ‘l'rick-or--frea-h'ha

ahymo re.

Ha“oweeh is Dad’s favorite )noh'cid?/, ‘oo, but for
a different reason. On Halloween his\ﬁ, while
all the other parents are }mhclihs out cahcly,
Dad is hiding in the bushes with a big trash

can {ull of water.

And if any teenagers pass by our driVeway, he
Jrehc)nes ‘H\em.

9



T'm not sure Dad reo\||7/ understands the concept
of Halloween. But T'm not gonna be +he one who
s?oils his fun.

TRICK OR
TREAT!
HEH, HEH.

" L]

= e &2 ;ﬁ
: } SESN
8 ™ T3
oA o e
3
2

Tohia‘vl‘ was ‘l‘)ne O\Dehihs his‘ﬁ of ﬂ\e Crossland

His\'\ School haunted house, and T 30'!' Mom o
agree o take me and Rowley.

Rowley showed vp at my house wearing his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T +old him to Just wear re3u|ar clothes, but of

course \-\e Jidh"l' listen.
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T +tried not to let it bother me too much, +\\ou9)f\.
T ve never been allowed 4o go o the Crossland
haunted house before, and T wasn+ going to le+
Row|e7/ ruin i+ for me. Rodrick has told me all
about it, and Tve been |oo’<ih3 forward to +this
for about +hree 7/ears.

Ah)/way , when we 30+ to the entrance , T
started )naviha second ‘H\ous)n‘\'s about Soihs n.

GOOD
EEEVENINGGG.

But Mom seemed like she was in a \wrry to get this
over with, and she moved us o\|oh9. Once we were
+)nrou3\\ the 3a+e, it was ohe scare after another.
ﬂwere were Vdm‘)ires Jum‘)ihs out at 7/ou and ‘)eoyle
without heads and all sor+s of crazy stuff.
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But the wors+ part was this area called Chainsaw
A\ley. ﬂ-\ere was ‘H‘\is big 3u7/ N a ‘\ockey mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt
+akih3 ahy chances.

RRRRRRRRRR"RR

\’H‘;“'

Ris\ﬁ when it looked like the chainsaw avy
was going o catch us, Mom s+e\>\>ecl in and

bailed us out.
I'M SORRY,
MAAM!
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Mom made the chainsaw avy show us where the
exit was, and that was the end of our haunted
house experience ris\ﬁ there. T guess it was a
li+te embdrrassihs when Mom did ‘l'}\d‘l', but T'm
willing to let it go this one time.

Sa'l'urcia)/

The Crossland haunted house really got me +Hhkih3.
/ﬂ\ose 3“}'5 were charaihg five {)ucks a pop, ahd
+the line stretched \wo\h[wa)/ around the school.

I decided to make a \-\auh-l'e& \\ouse of my owh.
Ac+uo\||7/, T Kad to {)rihg Rowley in on the deal,
because Mom wouldnt let me convert our first

floor into a {full-out )nauh-l'ed mansion.

T knew Row|e7/’s dad wouldnt be crazy about the
idea, either, so we decided to build the haunted
house in his basement and J'us-l' hot mention it to

)nis Po\reh-fs.

Me and Rowley spent most of +he ddy coming up

with an awesome quh for our haunted house.
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Here was our final \)lah-‘

HALL OF LAKE OF
SCREAMS BLOOD BOTTOM-
IfSS PIT
ﬁ

& @

' % ’ ‘ RAT TUNNEL
\MAZE OF

1,000 w DEATH
ENIF\Ef SKULLS SLIDE
LLEYy, ]
e ACID
N m ’ LAKE
2MT_

T dont mean to bro\a or ah7/+)nih3, but what
we came up with was WAY better than the
Crossland Hig}\ School haunted house.

We realized we were gonna need to get the word
out that we were c}oihs this +)nih3, So we 30+
some paper and made up a bunch of ﬂ)/ers.
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T admit maybe we stretched the truth a litte
N our aclVer-Hsemeh-r, but we had to make sure

‘)eo‘ﬂe ac-l'uo\N)/ showed up-

HAUNTED
[‘rﬂﬂﬂgE

wITH LIVE
SHARKS!

L _ .

O]

f"”

° o

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION : 50¢
3OO P.rn.

By the time we finished ?u-l-‘h'hs the ﬂyers up
around the heig"\{)orhooc} and got back +o
Rowle/s basement, it was a|reo\cl7/ 2:30, and we
hadnt even started putting +he actual haunted
house +ose+\\er 7/e+.

So we \'\o\d to cut Ssome corhers from our

or‘isiha| ‘)|ah.
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When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside o
see if o\h7/ohe \mc{ s\\owed UPp. Ahd sure ehous\\ )
there were about 'l‘weh‘l?/ heig)n{)orhooé kids wo\i‘h'hs

in line outside Rowley’s basement.

Now, I know our -ﬂyers said admission was 1[|<F+7/
cents, but T could see that we had a chance o
make a killihs here.

So T +old the kids that admission was two bucks,
and the fifty-cent thing was just a typo.

/ﬂ\e first kid 4o coug}\ up Hs two bucks was
Shane Snella. He Paid his mohey and we let him

ihside, and me and Rowley +ook our \)osi‘h'ohs N
the Hall of Screams.
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The Hall of Screams was bo\sically a bed with me
and Rowleyl on either side of it.

T guess mo\7/{>e we made the Hall of Screams a
litte too scary, because }\o\lfway -l')nroua\-\, Shane
curled up in a ball underneath +he bed. We 4ried
to get him 4o crawl out from under there, but
he wouldn® bu&ae.

T started ﬂ\ihkihs about all the mohey we were
|osih3 with this kid clossihs up the Hall of Screams,
and T knew we had o 3e+ him out of -Hwere, quick. .

EVeh+ua||7/, Rowley’s dad came downstairs. At
first T was )nd\)\)y ‘o see )m'm, becavse T +\-\ou3)n+
he could *\el\y us clraa Shane out from under the
bed and get our haunted house cro\hkihs again.
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But Rowley’s dad wasn+ reo\||7/ n a \\el\)ful mood.

POKE

| POKE _ﬁ

Rowle/s dad wanted to know what we were
Joihg, and w\-\y Shane Snella was curled up under

the bed.

We told him that the basement was a haunted
house, and that Shane Snella ac+uo\||>/ PAID
for us to do this to him. But Rowle/s dad didn+

believe us.

T admit that if 7lou looked arouhd, it didnt
reo\||7/ look like a haunted house. All we had time
to put +03e+)ner was the Hall of Screams and the
Lake of Blood, which was Just Rowle/s old

baby pool with half a bottle of ke+c¥w\> in it
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T 4ried to show Rowley’s dad our origihal \)|ah
to prove that we reo\||7/ were ruhning o |e3i+imo\+e

oPero\‘Hoh, but }\e still didnt seem convinced.

/\hd to make a |oh3 s+or7/ s\-\or-l', 'H'\o\-l' was -I'\'\e
ehc} of our )no\uh‘fecl \\ouse.

The Sooc} hews 1S, Since Row|e>/)s dad didnt
believe us, he didn+t make us refund Shane's
mohey. So at least we cleared two bucks +ocla7/.
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SL“C!%(

Row|e7/ ended up 9e+‘h'h3 srouhc}eé for -H\O\-l' w\'\ole
haunted house mess 7/es+erc}o\7/. He's not allowed o
watch TV for a week, AND hes not allowed to

‘-\aVe me oVer at )m's \-\ouse cluriha -H\arf +ime.

That last part rea||7/ isnt fair, because that's
punishing me, and T didn even do ah7/+}\ih3

wrong. And now where am T supposed Yo Pld)/
m7/ video Sames?

Ahywa?/, T felt kind of bad for Rowley. So
+ohi3\'\+, T tried to make it up to him. T +urned
on onhe of Row|e7/)s favorite TV s\'\ows, and :[
did a \)lo\y-by-\ﬂay over the Phohe so_he could
kind of experience i+ that wa7/.

WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!
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T did my best o kee\) up with what was Soihg on
on the screen ) but to be honest with 7/ou ) T
hot sure if Row|e7/ was getting the full effect.

I BET THIS
PART IS
GONNA BE
FUNNY.

WHUP! HA HA!
I WAS RIGHT! -
IT WAS
FUNNY.

i UCde%

Well, Row|e7/’s Srouhdiha IS fiha”)/ over, and J'us+
in time for Halloween, too. T went up o his
house to check out his costume, and T have o
admit, Tm a litte Jealous.

Rowlefs Mom 30‘!’ Hm ﬂ\is khis\'\-l' costume -H\o\-i')s
WAY cooler ‘H‘\ah HS costume from last year.
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His khiﬁ’fﬁ' outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

LTINS
(&

Tve never had a s+ore-{>ous\'\+ costume before.
T s+ill havent -Figured out what Tm gonhha go ds
‘tomorrow hia)n‘\', so T \Drobo\{>|7/ JUS“’ throw
someﬂ\ihs +03e+\'\er at the last minvte. T fisure
mo?/be T brih3 back the Toilet Pa‘)er Mummy again.

But 1 +\'\ihk its SUP‘JoseJ to rain tomorrow
his\'\‘l', so that mia}ﬁ nhot be the smartest choice.
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Th the past few years, +he grown=ups. in my
heia\'\bor‘-\oo& have been getting cro\hky about

my lame_costumes, and Tm starting to think it
ac+uo\||7/ \wavihs ah effect on the amount of cahdy
T bringing in.

WHAT RE

YOU

SUPPOSED
TO BE?

A cowa@

DOUBLE
BASEBALL

But T don+t rea||7/ have time 4o put +03e+)ner a
sood costume, becavse T'm in c\'\arse of ‘>|ahhih3
out the best rouvte for me and Rowley to take

Yfomorrow ni 3)(\+.

This year Tve come up with a Plo\h that'l| get us
at least twice the co\hdy we scored last year.
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Halloween

Abowl' ah \'\our before we were SU\D\)osecl ‘o start
+rick-or-+reo\+ih3, T still didnt have a costume.
At that point T was seriously thinking about

Soiha asS a cowboy for -I')ne secohd year N a row.

But then Mom knocked at my door and handed
me a Piro\-l'e costume, with an e7/e \)o\‘l'c)n and a

hook and eVer>/+)nih3.

Rowley showed up around 6:30 wearing his
khish‘l' costume, but it didn* look ANYTHING
like it looked 7/es+erc}d7/.

Rowley’s mom made all these sm[e+7/ imProVeme\rﬁs
to i+, and you couldnt even tell what he was
SU\D\)osed to be ahymore.
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She cut out a big hole in the front of the helmet
so he could see better, and covered him up in all
+his reflective tape. She made him wear his winter
coat underneath eVery-H-\ihs, and she revlaced his
sword with a glow stick.

T srabbed my ‘)i“owcqse, and me and Row|e>/
started to head out. But Mom S‘l’oP‘)ecl us before
we could 3e+ out the door.

I WANT YOU TO
TAKE MANNY
WITH YOou!

Ty
L




Man, T should have known there was a catch

w‘weh Mom gave me ‘H\a‘t coStume.

T +old Mom +here was no WAY we were Jmkihs
Mahhy with us, because we were going to hit 152
"\ouses N ‘eree "\ours. Ah& \)|us, we were soihs
to be on Snake Road, which is way +o0 Jahﬁerous
for a little kid like Mo\hhy.

T should never have mentioned that last part,
because the next 'H\ihg T knew, Mom was +e||ih3
Dad he had to 90 o\|oh3 with us to make sure we
didnt S‘l'e‘) foot outside our heis}\bor)nood. Dad
tried o Sc‘uirm out of i, but once Mom makes up

\\er mihc}, ﬂ\ere’s ho WO\)/ 7/ou can c}w\hae it




Before we even 30‘!’ out of our own drEVeway, we

ran into our heighbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid

Jeremy. So of course THEY +a33eJ a|oh3 with us.

Mdhh}l and Jeremy wouldn+ trick-or-treat at o\h7/
houses with SVOOk)' decorations on ‘H\em, so that
ru|eci out \Dre+‘|7/ muc‘w eVer7/ "\ouse on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started +a|kih3 about
football or Someﬂwih&, and eVer7/ time_ohe of ﬂ\em
wanted to make a point, 'l'\-\e)/’c} stop walkiha.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were H-I'-th oh|7/ about one house eVery
‘I’wehiy minutes.
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After o couP|e of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
took the little kids home.

T was 3|ad, because that meant me and Rowley
could take off. My Pillowco\se was almost emP-ry,
so T wanted to make up as much time as Possible.

A little while later, Row|e7/ told me he needed a
"\)o++7/ break.” T made him hold off for another
-For‘l’y-fiVe minutes. BPut b)/ the time we 30+ to rn)/
sramma’s house, it was ‘)re++7/ clear that if T didnt
le+ Rowley use the ba-l'}\room, it was gohnha 3e+ messy.

So I told Row|e7/ i }\e wasnt back outside in
one minhute, I was_gohha Star+t )nel‘m'hs m7/se|1[ ‘o

his cahdy.




A-f‘l’er +}\a+, we "\eo\de& back out on ‘H\e road.
But it was o\lreacly 10:30, and T guess that's

when mos+t grownh-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of tell because thats when +)ne7/
start comihs to the door in their ?aJamas and
35Vih3 7/ou ‘H‘\e evil eye.

We decided to head home. We made up a lot of
time after Dad and Mahhy |e1[+, so T was ‘)re++7/
satisfied with how much c“hdf we took in.

When we were \m”wa)/ home, this Picku‘) truck
came roarihS down the street with a bunch of

\-\53)(\ school kids in it.
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ﬂ\e kid in -H-\e back was )nolclihg a fire ex+ih3uis\-\er,
and w\\eh +)ne truck \Do\sse& {)7/ us, \-\e o?ehecl fire.

T Kave o siVe Rowley credi‘l’, because he blocked
about 95% of the water with his shield. And if
he Radnt done that, all our co\hciy would have
gotten soaked.

When the truck drove away, T yelleci out SOrneﬂ\ihs
that T reﬁreﬁed about two seconds later.
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ﬂ\e driver slammed on ‘H\e brakes and )ne turned
his truck around. Me and Rowley started running,
but those 3u7/s were risH‘ on our heels.

The oh|7/ P|ace T could think of that was safe
was Gramma's house , So we cut ‘I’}\rous)n a cou'\>|e
bo\ckyo\rc}s Yo get there. Gramma was in bed
o\|read7/, but T knew she kee‘)s a key under the
mat on her front porch.

Once we got inside, T looked out the window to see
f ‘H\ose 3u7/s }md followed us, and sure ehoush,
‘H'\e)/ did. T 4ried +o trick them into |eo\vih3, but
+\~\e7/ wouldn+ {)udge.

WELL, I GUESS NOW
THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,
YOU CANT GET US!

N



After a while, we realized the teenagers were
9
going to wait us out, so we decided we were J'US‘l‘
gohha have o S‘Jehd the h53¥\+ at Grammas.
’ﬂm-r's when we started aetting cock ) makin
getting cocky 9

mohkey hoises at +)ne +eeho\3ers ahcl w\\a-l-ho-l'.

Well, at least T was mo\kihs mohkey hoises.
Rowley was kind of mdkihs owl noises, but T

guess it was -H-\e same Sehera| icleo\.

OOH OOH!
EEE EEE!
AHHAHH!

T called Mom 4o +ell her we were going o crash
at Grammas for the his\ﬁ. But Mom sounded
rea||7/ mad on the P\wohe.

She said i+ was a school his\'\-h and that we had
to get home right that instant. So that meant

we were gohha )no\Ve o make a run for it.
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I looked out ‘l’\'\e wihclow, and ‘H\is time, :[ didnt
see the truck. But T knew those 3“)’5 were Hdihﬁ

50mew¥\ere and were Jus+ +r7/ih3 to draw us out.

So we snuck out the back door, ho‘)\)ec} over
Grammas fence, and ran all the way to Snake
Road. T -Fiﬁured our chances were better +here
because there aren+ ah7/ s+ree+|53\'\+s.

Snake Road is scary ehough on its own without
‘-\avihs a truckload of teenagers )nuh‘h'hg 7/ou
down. EVery time we Saw a car comihg, we dove
into the bushes. T+ mustve taken us a half
hour o 90 100 yarcls.
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But believe i+ or not, we made it all the way
)nome wi‘l'}\ou-l' Se-H'ihS caus}vl'. ‘\\ei‘H\er one of us
le+ our suard down until we 30+ to m7/ JrEVeWo\y.

But rig\ﬁ then ) there was this awful scream : and

we Sdaw a bi3 wave of water comihs +owarci uSs.

7



Man, T 1[or30+ ALL about Dad, and we +o+a||7/

\)o\id ﬂ\e ?rice for it.
WHOOPS!
HEH, HEH.

When me and Rowley got inside, we laid out all
our cahci)/ on the kitchen table.

The oh|7/ -H-\ihas we could salVase were a couvle of
mints that were wraﬂ)ed in ce||o‘>\-\ahe, and the
toothbrushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

T +hink next Halloween Tl Just s+a>/ home and
mooch some BU‘H’er-Fihsers from the bowl Mom
keeps on +0\> of the refriaero\-ror.
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NOVEMBER

E})Uf‘de?{

On the bus ride into school +ocla>/, we \)o\ssecl {)7
Grammas house. T+ got rolled with toilet paper
las+ his\ﬁ, which T guess was ho bis surprise.

T do feel a little bad, because it looked like it was
gonna +ake a long time to clean up. But on the
bn's\\‘l’ side, Gramma is re+ired, (Yo) she \Drobo\bly
didn*+ have ahy‘l'}\ihg \Dlo\hheJ for +oc}a>/ o\h7/wa7/.

Wedhesda?(

Tn third Period, Mr. Underwood, our P\'\ys td
teacher, announced that the bo7fs will be c}oihS a

wres+|ih3 unit for -H\e hext Six weeks.
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1-( ‘H’\ere’s one -H\ihg most boys n m7/ sc)nool are
into, its Prow[essiohal wres+|ih3. So Mr.
Underwood mis\'x-l' as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes ri3¥\+ after P}\)/s EJ, and the

cafeteria was a com\)le‘l"e madhouse.

T dont know what the school is ﬂ\ihkih@ \'\o\vihs

a wreS‘HihS vhit.

But T decided if T dont want to se'l' twisted
nto a \)re‘l’zd for the next month and a half, T4
better do m7/ homework on this wres+|ih3 business.
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So T rented a cou?|e of video games o learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,
T was rea||7/ starting to get the \\o\h@ of it.

DOES THIS
FEEL RIGHT?

Thn fact, the other kids in my class had better
look out, because if T kee\) this up, T could be a
real threat. &
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ﬂ\eh asaih ) T better make sure T dont do
TOO soocl. T}\is kid named Preston Mudd 30+
hamed A‘I’He-i'e of the Month for {)eihs the best
\)Iayer in the basketball unit, so +)ne7/ put his
picture uvp in +he }mllway.

* P Mudd 1
L0
»
Athlete of the
i Month &

T+ took \Deovle about five seconds to realize how

“P. Mudd” sounded when you said it out loud,
and after that, i+ was all over for Preston.




“)Uf'de?{

Well, T found out +ocia7/ that the kind of wres+|ih5
Mr. Underwood is +eo\c\-\ih3 is COMPLETELY
different from the kind +}\e>/ do on TV.

First of all, we have to wear these ‘H\ihss called
"sihsle-rs," which look like those baﬂ\ihg suits
-H\e)/ used to wear in the 1800s.

And second of all, there are no Pile drivers or
H-H'ihs ‘)eoP|e over the heads with chairs or
ahyﬂwihs like that.

ﬂ\ere)s hot even a rihs wi+¥\ ropes around it.

T+s Just basicany a swea+7/ mat that smells like

it's hever been was)\ecl before.
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Mr. Uhderwood s+ar+eJ dskihs for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres+|ih3 holds, but
+)nere wasS No wa7/ I was Soiha ‘o raise m7/ \-\o\h&.

Me and Row|e7/ tried to hide out in the back of
the 37/m near the curtan, but that's where the
Sirls were doihs their 37/mhas+ics unit.

We so-l" out of there in a }wrry, and we went

back +o where ‘ﬂ\e rest of -ﬂ\e 3u7/s were.

Mr. Underwood Sih3|ed me out, Probo\{ﬂ)/ because
Tm the |i3}\+es+ kid in the class, and he could
toss me around without S‘I'raihihs himself. He
showed eVery{)ody how 4o do all these +)nih95
called a “half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown™ and stuff like +hat.
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When he was Joihs +his one move called the
“fireman’s co\rry,“ T fel+ a breeze down below,
and T could +ell my singlet wash + doiha a sood
\job kee?ihs me covered up.

/ﬂ\a‘f’s w\'\eh :[ ‘H\o\hked rv?/ |uck7/ stars -H\e
airls were on the other side of the 37/m.

Mr. Underwood divided us up nto weis\ﬁ' groups.
I was ?reH')/ \m\)?y about ‘H‘xd‘l’ at 1[irs+,

because it meant T wasnt going Yo have o
wreste kids like Behhy Wells, who can behc)n-\)ress
250 Pouhds.
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But then T found out who T DID have to wrestle,

and T would have traded for Behhy Wells in a
‘-\eo\r‘fbea‘h

CREG, YOU'LL BE
PAIRED UP WITH
FREGLEY HERE. / «m™

Fre3|e7/ was the oh|7/ kid |53¥\+ ehoug}\ +o be in m7/
weiSH' class. And a‘)‘)o\reh‘H)/ Fre3|e7/ was Payiha
attention when Mr. Underwood was giving
nstructions, because "\e \)ihhe& me eVer7/ w}\ic)n way
7/ou could imagine. T S\)eh"' m7/ seventh Period
getting WAY ' more familiar with Fre3|e7/ than T

ever wah-l"eci to be.
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i uesd«v

This wrestling unit has +o+o\||7/ turned our school
u‘)sic}e down. Now kids are wres-l'lihg in the \'\a||wa7/s,
in the classrooms ) 7/ou name i+. But the fifteen
minutes after lunch where ﬂ\e)/ let us outside is

+he worst.

You can+t walk five feet without +ri‘>‘>ih3 over a
couP|e of kids going ot it T J'us+ ‘h’)/ to kee\)

m7/ distance. Ahcl mark m7/ wor&s, one of these
{ools is going Yo roll ris\ﬁ onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Touch all over again.

ALY




M)/ other {)is Prob\em is that T have 4o wrestle
Fregley every single clo\y. But this mornhing T
realized some-l")nihg. T£ T can move out of
‘Freale)/’s weis)n-l' class, T wont have to wrestle

"\im o\h7/more.

So +oda7/, T stuffed m7/ clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts o get myself into the next
weis}vl' class.

But I was still too |53}\+ ‘o move up.

T realized T was gonna have o gain weish-r for
real. At first T ‘I')nous\\‘l' T should Just start
|oa&ih3 up oh Juhk food, but then T had a much
better idea.
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I decided o so\ih m7/ weis\ﬁ n MUSCLE, hot fat.

Tve never been all that interested in getting in
s)na‘)e before, but +his wres+|ih5 uhit has made me
rethink things.

T fisure £ T bulk up now, it could ac+uo\||7/ come
n }mhdy down the road.

The football unit is coming in the spring, and
+)ne7/ spli-l' the teams up into shirts and skins.
And T ALWAYS get put on skins.

T think ‘l‘)ney do that to make all the ou+-01[-s}m\7e
kids feel ashamed of themselves.
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I'F I can ‘)de oh Some muscle now, H',H {)e a
whole different s+or>/ hext A‘)ril.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOU'RE ON
SKINS.

n¥.

%
A
 *
as
»

’Bhigh-r, after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
+03e+\'\er and told them my \>|o\h. T told them T
was Soihs to need some serious exercise equi‘)meh‘h

and some weis‘ﬁ‘-saih ‘)ow&er , Too.

T showed them some muscle magazines T got at
the store so ‘H\ey could see how riﬂ)e& T was
3oih3 to be.
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Mom didn+ rea||7/ say o\hyﬂwihs at first, but Dad
was Pre+-l7/ enthusiastic. T think he was Just
3|ad T had a c}mhge of heart from how T used
to be when T was a kid—

IF YOU WORK
OUT REGULARLY,

YOU CAN GET
BIG MUSCLES!

MUSCLES
ARE

GROSS!

But Mom said if T wanted a weig)n‘r set, T was
going to have o prove that T could stick with
an_exercise regimen. She said T could do that {)7/
cloihg SH"U‘)S and J'um\m'hg Jacks for two weeks.

T had 4o explain that the oh|7/ way to get
+o+a||7/ bulked up is to get the kind of )nig)n--l'ec)n
machines -l'}\e)/ have at +he 37/m , but Mom didn+
want 4o hear it.
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ﬂweh Dad said if I wanted a behc‘w press, ]:
should kee\) my fihgers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is a month and a half away. Ahcl
T Se‘i‘ \)ihhed {)7/ Fre3|e7/ ohe more time, T

sohha }mVe a _hervous {)reo\kdowh.

So it looks like Mom and Dad aren+ going o be
dh}' \'\elv. Ahd -H\a‘f means j:’m 3oih3 to ‘wo\Ve to

take matters into my owh hands, as usual.

Sa-l"urc}a)/

T couldnt wait to start my weis)n+-+raihih3
program +oda7/. Even ‘H\oua\-\ Mom wouldnt let
me 3e+ the equi\)meh‘l' T heec}ed, T wasnt Soihs
to let+ +hat hold me back.
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So T went into the -fri&ae and em?-h'ed out the
milk and orange juice and filled +he Jugs with
sand. ﬂweh T +a\>ed them to a broomS‘h'ck, and
T had myseh[ a Pre‘Hy decent barbell.

&

A'F‘l'er +\'\a+, :[ made a behc\\ press out of an
irohing board and some boxes. Once T had that
all set, T was reo\dy to do some serious |h[+ih3.

MiLK

T needed o spotting partner, so T called
Rowley. And when he showed up at my door
weo\rihs some ridiculous 3e+u‘>, I knew I made

a mistake inviting him.
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T made Row|e7/ use the bench press first, mos+|7/
because T wanted to see if +he broomstick was

30.’?\5 +o hold up.

He did about five reps, and he was reac})/ to

quit, but T wouldnt let him. That's what a

3005 +ro\ihih3 \Dar‘h‘\er 1S for, ‘o \)US)(\ 7/ou
_beyohd 7/our limits.

FIFTEEN MORE!

I knew Rowley wash Soihs to be as serious
about weis}vl’ |i-f‘h'h3 as I was, So I decided to
_+r7/ out ah ex?erimeh-r to test }\is dedica-h'oh.

Th the middle of Rowle/s set, T went and got
this P)“Ohf nose and mustache Rodrick has in his

Juhk drawer.
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And riS)n‘l' when Row|e7/ had the barbell in the
“down position, T leaned over and looked at him.

Sure ehou&\'\ , Row|e>/ TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldnt even get the barbell
off his chest. T +)nou3)n+ about \we|‘>ih9 him out,
but then T realized +hat if Rowley didnt 9get
serious about workiha out, he was never 305?\3 ‘o

get o my level.

e eVeh*l‘uo\ll)/ had to rescue him, because he started
{)i‘h'hs the milk Jug o let the sand leak out.
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A1[+er Row|e7/ 30+ off the bench press, it was
time for m7/ set. But Rowley said he didnt feel

like workihg out o\h7/more, and he went home.

You khow; I -Fisured }\e,é ‘)u” Some‘l'\'\ihs like ‘H’\d‘l’.

But I guess 7/ou can+ ex\)ec‘l’ eVeryohe ‘o \wo\\/e
‘H‘\e same kihc} 01[ cieclicarh’oh as 7/ou.

Wedhesda;z

’E)clay n GeosraP\wy we }md a quiz, and I haVe
to say, Tve been |ookih3 forward to this one for

a |oh3 +ime.

The quiz was oh state ca\DH'dlS, and T sit in
the back of the room, ris}vl' next to this 3io\h+
MAp of the United States. All the caPHo\ls are
written in big red print, so T knew T had +his
onhe in the b°\3'
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But right before the fest got started, Patty
Farrell \)i\)eé up from the front of the room.

TEACHER!
TEACHER!

Po\ﬁy told Mr. Tra that he should cover up the
United States map before we 30+ started.

So thanks o Pa‘H’y, T ended up -ﬂuhkih& the

quiz. And T will clefihi-rel)/ be |ookih3 for a way
to ?d?/ her back for that one.
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“)Uf'de?{

/E)his*ﬁ‘ Mom came up to m7/ room, and s\we \'\d& a
ﬂyer in her hand. As soon as T saw it, T knew
EXACTLY what it was.

T+ was an announcement that +he school is \-\o\vihs
+r7/ou+s for a winter \>|a7/. Man, T should have
+hrown +hat +\‘\ih3 out when T saw it on the
kitchen +able.

T BEGGED }\er not to make me sish up. /ﬂ\ose

school \)lo\ys are o\lways musicals, and the last
‘H‘u'ha :[ heed is o ‘\o\Ve to Sih3 a solo in front
of ‘H\e w\\o|e Sc\"\ooL

But all my be%ihg seemed to do was make Mom
more sure 1 should do it.
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Mom said the oh|7/ wa7/ T was soihs to be
“well-rounded” was {))/ +r7/ih3 different ‘H’\ihss.

Dad came in my room to see what was going on.
T +old Dad that Mom was makiha me Sigh up for
the school Play, and that if T had 4o start
going to \)lay practices, it would +o+o\||>/ mess up
my we53¥\+-|if+ih3 schedule.

T knew that would make Dad take my side. Dad
and Mom arsueJ for a few minutes, but Dad was

ho mo\‘l'c\'\ for Mom.

So 'l'\'\drl' means tomorrow I,Ve 30+ to audition

for the school \>|a7.

riga
The \:lo?/ -H\ey’re doihs +his year is “The Wizard
of Oz." A lot of kids came wearihg costumes for
the Par’rs +)ne7/ were +r7/ih3 out for.
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I’Ve hever even seen ‘H\e moVie, So for me, it

was like wa”<ih3 into a freak show.

Mrs. Nor+on : the music director . made eVeryohe
sihs “M7/ Couh‘h‘)/ ’Tis of ﬂ'\ee" so s}\e could )near
our singing Voices. 1 did my singing tryouts with
a bunch of other boys whose moms made them
come, too. T +ried to Sihs as c‘uieﬂ)/ as Possib|e,
but of course T 30‘\' Sihsleci out, ahyway.




T Kave no idea what a “SO‘)rdhO“ S, but from
+he way some of the sirls were 3i33|ih3, T knew
it wasnt a 3004 ‘H\ihs.

Tr70u+s went on {forever. ﬂwe srahd finale came
with auditions for Doroﬂ\)/, who T guess is the

lead character in the Pla)/.

And who should +r7/ out first but Po\Hy Farrell.

L thought about trying out for the part of the
Witch, because T Keard that in the \)lay, the
Witch does all sorts of mean +)nih3$ ‘o Doroﬂ-\)/.

But +hen somebody told me theres a Good Witch
and a Pad \/\]H'c)n, and with m7/ |uck, T4 end up
se‘HihS Pickec} to be the 300& ohe.
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Mohdo\>{

T was \\o‘)ihs Mrs. Norton would JuS‘l’ cut me from
the Pld)/' but +ocio\7/ she said that eVeryohe who
tried out is 306h9 ‘o 9e+ a \)o\r‘l'. So |uck7/ me.

Mrs. Norton showed “ﬂ\e Wizard of Oz" movie
so eVeryohe would know the s+or7/. T was +r7/ih3
to f.’sure out what part T should ‘J|a7/, but
‘)re‘h‘y much eVery character has +o sihg or dance
at one Voih‘f or another. But about )nah[wa?/
‘Hnrous}\ the moVie, T figureci out what \Do\r‘l' T
wanted o Sigh up for. Tm going to sigh up to
be a Tree, because 1) +)ne7/ dont have o sing
and 2) +)ne7/ 3e+ to bean Poro-ﬂv with o\\)\)les.
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Ge-H'ih3 to peg Pa++7/ Farrell with d‘)P‘eS in
front of a live audience would be m7/ dream come
trve. T may ac+ua||7/ have 4o thank Mom for
mo\kihs me do this Plo\y once its all over.

A-F‘I’er ‘I')ne moVie ehded, :[ sisheci up to be a Tree.
Uhfor-fuho\-fel)/, a bunch of other 3“7/5 had the
same idea as me, so I quess there are a lot of

auys who have a bone o Pick with Po\++7/ Farrell.

\r\]edhesdo\?(

Well, like Mom o\|wa7/s says, be careful what you
wisk for. I 30+ \)icked to be a Tree, but I
dont know if +)no\+,s SUC}\ a 300(} ‘H\ihs. ﬂ\e
Tree costumes dont ac+ua||7/ have arm holes, so

T guess +hat rules out ahy a‘)\Jle-ﬂ\rowih@.




T should ‘)ro{)dbly feel |uck7/ that T got a
S\)eo\kihs part at all. T‘ney had too mahy kids
+r7/ih3 out, and not ehoug)n roles, so ‘H\ey had
to start mo\kihs up characters.

Ro&hey James tried out to be +)ne /ﬁh Man, but
he 30+ stuck with beih& the Shrub.

rida
Remember how T said T was |uck7/ to get a
S?eakihs ‘)dr“’? \r\]e“, ‘l‘ocia)/ T found ot T oh|7/
have one line in +he whole \)la)/. T say i+ when
Doro+)n7/ Picks an_apple off my branch.
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ﬂ\d‘l‘ means :[ \'\o\Ve ‘o g0 ‘o a +wo-‘\our‘ Prdcﬁce
eVery Jo\y Jus+ so T can say one S‘l’u‘)id word.

L'm starting to think Rodney James got a better
deal as the Shrub. He found a way to sheak a
video game into his costume, and 11l bet +hat
reo\||7 makes the +ime 90 by

BEER

aoop
BEER
BOOR

2

N Ve \ O\

So how :Em +r7/ih3 to ﬂ\ihk of ways to Se‘l‘ Mrs.
Norton to kick me out of the P‘d?l' But when
you oh|>/ have one word +o say, its rea||>/ hard +o

Mess up 7'°“r lines.
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DECEMBER

E})Uf‘de?{

The Pld)/ s oh|7/ a couvle of cldys away, and T
have no idea how were going to \)u” +his ‘H\ihﬁ off.

First of all, hobody has bothered to learn their
lines, and thats all Mrs. Norton's fault.

Pun‘h5 re\-\eo\rsal, Mrs. Norton w\wisPers eVeryohe’s
lines to them from the side of the stage.

I GET THAT
™ YOU'RE PRETTY!
! T'LL GET
L YOU, MY
. PRETTY!

e i _‘lr

I
I

;
!

SN\

AN

T wonder how its Soihg ‘o 90 hext /ﬁ/esday
when Mrs. Norton is sitting at her piano +}\.‘r+7
feet o\wa?/.
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Aho-ﬂxer -H-\ihs +\\a+’s screwihs eVery-H\ihS up 1S
that Mrs. Norton kee‘)s adclihg hew scenes and

new c\-\o\ro\ders.

Yes+erda7/, s%e brous)m n +¥\is firs+-3rader ‘o
\)|o\>/ Doroﬂ\/s cloa, /Erl'o. But ‘l'ocla)/, the kid’s
mom came in and said she wanted her child +o
walk around on two |e95, because craw|ih3 around

on all fours would be +oo “Jesradiha."

(v

So how we Ve got a 403 that's gonna be walkihs

around on his hind |e35 for the whole show.

But ‘H\e worst c\'\ahae 1S ‘H\a‘f Mrs. Norton ac+ua||7/
wrote a sohg that vs TREES have +o sing.

S\We Sdu'J eVeryohe “deserVes" a c\\o\hce ‘o sihs
in the \)lay.
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So +oda7/ we sPeh+ an \’xour |earhih3 -H-\e worst

sonhg +)na+’s ever been written.

@wz THREE TR Es@

\ \\

T}mhk God Rodrick won+ be in the audience o
see_me humiliate m7/se|1[. Mrs. Norton said the
Pla)/ is_going to be a “semiformal occasion,” and
T know there's no wa7/ Rodrick is going to wear
a_tie for a middle school \)la)/.

But +ocla7/ wasnt all bad. Toward the end of
practice, Archie Ke“)/ +ri\>\7eci over Roc}hey James
and c\wi‘)?ed his tooth because he couldn* stick
his arms out 4o break his fall.
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b — N
So the 300& hews is, +}\e>/’re |e+‘h'h3 us Trees

carve out arm holes for the Per{ormahce.

i UCde?{

T)his\ﬁ was the bis school Produch’oh of “The Wizard
of Oz.” T’ne first 553h +hat -Hwihss were nhot soihs o
g0 well }wo\\)\)eheé before the \)ld}l even started.

T was Peekihs -H-\rous\'\
the curtain to check out
how mahy Pe0\9|e showed
up to see the \>|a7/, and
guess who was s+ahdih3
riSH' up front? M}/
brother Rodrick, wearing \r
a clip-on tie. /S T
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He must have found out T was sihaihs, and he

couldnt resist the chance o see me embarrass myseh[.

The \)lay was suPPosed to start at 8:00, but it 9ot
cle|a7/ed because Roclhey James had stage fris)n‘h

Youd {isure that someone whose Job it was to sit
on the stage and do hoﬂxih& could Just suck it up
for one Peﬁ[ormahce. But Ro&hey wouldnt buclse,
and eVeh+uo\||7l, )nis mom }\aci to carr7/ }\im off.

The P‘d)' fiha”y got started around 8:30.
Nobocl)/ could remember their lines, Just ike T
\Dredic‘l‘ec}, but Mrs. Norton ke\ﬁ -Hwihas movihs
along with her piano.
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The kid who ‘)|a7/ed Toto brous\ﬁ a stool and a
\)ile of comic books onto the stage, and that
+o+a||7/ ruined the whole "dog" effect.

When it was time for the forest scene , me and
'H-\e o—H\er Trees %o‘)‘)ed into our ‘)osi-h'ohs. ﬂ-\e
curtains rose, and when +\we>/ c}ici, T Keard

Mahhyjs Voice.
BUBBY!
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Great. T have been able +o kee‘) that nickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden

the whole town knew i+. T could feel about 300
pairs of eyebo\lls ‘Joih‘l'ec} My way.

So T did some quick ad-libbihs and T was able to
deflect the embarrassment over 4o Archie Ke||7/.

I THINK YOU
DROPPED AN

i P
v\
-
ZNASA NN NN
But the ma \jor embarrassment was still on the

waly. When T Keard Mrs. Norton Plo\yihs the

first few bars of “We Three Trees,” T felt my
stomach JUM‘).

T looked out at the audience, and T noticed
Rodrick was )noHiha a Video camera.
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I kinew +\m+ f I sang ﬂxe sonhg and Rodrick
recorded it, he would kee‘) +he tape forever and
use it to humiliate me for the rest of my life.

T didnt know w}\o\‘l' to do, so w)neh +)ne +ime
came to start sihsihs , T Jus+ ke\)‘l’ m7/ mouth shut.

WE THREE TREES
FROM YONDER ¢/
GLEN...

\ P
) BN _v;"r"ﬁ %) ’.. ‘P 5‘;;;1-"':' 2
— i 4 ._;, /3 \ \_J i ]
D790

\ :
AR~
For a few seconds ‘H-\ere , ‘H\ihgs went OK. j:
figured that if T didnt fechnically sing the
song, then Rodrick wouldnt have o\h7/+\'\ih3 to
hold over my head. But after a few secohcls, the
oﬂ\er Trees noticed I wash + sihaihs.
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T guess +¥\e7/ mustve ‘H-\ous\-\—l' T knew 50me+\'\ih3
that they didnt, so they stopped singing, too.

DO SPY A MAIDEN
I

%

$o  FAIR AND SWEgr, ,

Now the three of us were J'us+ s+ahdih3 ‘ﬂ\ere,
hot sa7/ih3 a word. Mrs. Norton must have
‘H‘\ous\-rl' we 1[or30+ the words to the sohg,
because she came over to the side of +he stage
and w\\is?ered the rest of +he |>/rics Yo us.

" WHILST WE ARE ™
" 'ROOTED TO OUR
. SPOTS, SHE |
: DOTH MOVE ON |
 LIGHTER FEET ...

' S

-

-l'
T= ==
L

'ﬂ'
”
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ﬂ\e song 1S oh|7/ about three minutes |oh3, but
to me it felt like an hour and a half. T was Just
\)ra?/ihg the curtains would 9o down so we could

\'\o‘) off the S+o\3e.

That's when T noticed Pa++7/ Farrell standing in
the wihgs. And if looks could kill, us Trees would
be dead. She Probo\{ﬂy 'H‘\ous}vl' we were ruining her
chances of makiha it Yo Broadway or Some+)nih3.




Pre++7 soon, the rest of the Trees started
‘l’)nrowihs o\\)\)les, too. T think To-fo even 3o+ n
on ‘H\e act.

Somebody khocked the glasses off of Po\‘H')/)s
)neo\cl, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had to shut down the \>|a7/ after that, because
Po\++7/ cant see two feet in front of her
without her glasses.

After the P|o\7/ was oVer, my family went home
+03e+\'\er. Mom had brous\'\-l' a bouc‘ue-l' of flowers,
and T guess ‘H\e)/ were suPPosed to be for me.
But she ended up Tossing them in the trash can
on the Wo\7/ out the door.

T Jus+ \-\O\De +hat eVeryohe who came to see the

V'd)/ was as entertained as T was.
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\/Jedhesda¥

Well, if one sood ‘H-\ihs came out of the \)|a7/, its
that T dont have 4o worry about the "Bubby"

hickhame ahymore.

T saw Archie Ke||7/ getting hassled in the )nallwo\y
after fifth \Derioci +oclo\7/, so it looks like T can
fiha“)/ start to breathe a little easier.

SLhcl%(

With all this stuff Soihg on at sc)noo|, T
havent even had +ime o think about Christmas.
And its less than ten do\ys away.

114



Th fact, the oh|7 +Hh3 +hat ‘prec} me off
that Christmas was comihs was when Rodrick ‘)u+
his wish list up on the refriaera-ror.

fgoaérck:s Wish
Lis+

1. New Clrurrus
2. New van

3. Shrunken head
N &

T usmlly make a {)i3 wish list eVery year, but
this Christmas, oll T reo\||7/ want is this video
game called Twisted Wizard.

%hig}ﬁ Mahhy was Soihs 'H'\rous"\ ‘H'\e Q\h’s-fmds
co\+a|03, \)ickihs out all the stuff he wants with
a 555 red marker. Mahhy was circling every single
‘l'o7/ in the ca+o\|03. He was even circ|ih3 rea||7/

expensive -H\ihﬁs like a giant motorized car and

stuff like that.
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So T decided o s+e‘> n and siVe him some sood
big-{)roﬂ\eﬂy advice.

T +old him that if he circled stuff that was
too ex‘)ehsi\/e, \-\e was soihs to end up wH'\\ a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should Jus+ \)ick three or four me&ium-\)riced
3i1€+s so he would end up with a couple of
‘l’)nihss he o\c+ua||7/ wanted.

But of course Mahh7/ Jus+ went back to circlih3
eVery‘H\ihs asaih. So I guess }\e’“ J'us+ )naVe ‘o
learn the hard waly.

When T was seven, the ohly ‘H\ihﬁ T rea||7/
wanted for Christmas was a Barbie Dream House.
And NOT becauvse T like sirls’ +o>/s, like
Rodrick said.
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T Just +\'\003\'\+ it would be a reo\||7/ awesome fort
for my +o7/ soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list +hat year,
‘H-\e)/ got ih a big 'Fig\ﬁ over i+. Dad said there was
ho. way he was getting me a dollhouse, but Mom
said it was }xeo\l‘l')ny for me 4o “ex\)erimeh-r" with
whatever kind of +o7/s T wanted 4o \>|a7/ with.

Believe it or not, Dad ac+ua||7/ won that argument.
Dad told me to start my wish list over and \)ick
some +o7/s +¥m+ were more "a\>\>r0\>ria+e“ for boys.

But :[ \-mVe a Secret wedpoh w)neh i+ comes o

Christmas. l"\y Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever
T want. T +told him T wanted the Barbie Dream
House, and *\e said \'\e)d }\ook me up.
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On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my
3:'1[-?, it was NOT what T asked for. He mustVe
walked into the +o7/ store and \Dicked up the first
+)nih3 he saw that had the word “Barbie”

on it.

So if )/ou ever See a \)ic-l'ure of me w\-\ere I’m
\-\olclihs a Peach Fun Barbie, now at least you
know the whole s+or7/.

Dad wasn+ real \\o\ﬂ))/ when he saw what Uncle
Charlie 30+ me. He told me to either throw it
out or SiVe g awo\y ‘o c)no\ri‘|7/.

But T ke\7+ i+ anyway. And OK, T admit mo\ybe
T took it out and P‘d)/ed with it once or twice.
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ﬂwa‘l"s \wow I ended up n +¥\e emersehcy room
two weeks later with a \)ihk Barbie shoe stuck up

m7/ hose. Ahd believe me, Roclrick \-\as never let

me \-\eo\r -H-\e end of THAT.,

H)U!'de?[

Toh@ﬁ' me and Mom went out to 3e+ a Sh[‘l' for
'H'\e Givins Tree at c\’wrc\\. ﬂwe Givihs Tree 1S
basicany a Secret Santa kind of -H\iha where you
get a 35“ for someone who is heeciy.

Mom Picke& out a red wool sweater for our

Givihs Tree 3u7/.

T 4ried to talk Mom into getting some+)nih3 a
lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or
50me+\'\ih3 like that.

119



Because imagine i all you got on Christmas was

a wool sweater.

I,m sure our Givih3 Tree 307/ will -I’)m’ow )m's sweater
in the trash, o\lohs with the ten cans of yams. we
sent \'\is wa7/ duriha -H\e /ﬂ\ahkssivihg Food Drive.

Christmas

\r\ﬂ\eh I woke up +¥\is morhih3 and went Jowr\s-i-o\irs,
there were about a million SEHS under the Christmas
tree. But when T started diﬁsihs arouhcl, there
were }\o\rc“y any 351[+s with my hame on +hem.




But Mo\hhy made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
sih3|e +}\ih3 he circled in the ca+a|03, ho lie. So
T bet Ke's slo\d he didnt listen to me.

T did find a couvle ‘H\ihss with my hame_ oh
them , but ‘H\e)/ were mos+|7/ books and socks and

stuff like that.

T o?ehed m7/ sif‘fs in the corner behind the
couch, because T dont like opening 351[‘1'5 hear
Dad. Whenever someone opens a 351[+, Dad Swoops
ris\'x-l' in_and cleans up after them.
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I gave l"\ahhy a +o7/ \’\e|ico‘>+er and I gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me o book, ‘oo, but of course he didnt wrap it.
The book he got me was “Best of Lil Cutie.”

“Lil Cutie” is +)ne worst comic in -Hne hewspaper,
and Rodrick knows how much T hate i+. T +hink
this is the fourth yeo\r in a row 1Ve gotten a
“Lil Cutie” book from him.

18 gave Mom and Dad their 351[+s. T get them
+)ne same kind of -Hniha eVer7/ 7/eo\r, but \)o\reh+s
eat that stuff up.

122



ﬂwe rest of the relatives started s\wowihs up
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie brous\vl' a bi@ trash baa full of
SE'H'S, and he Pulled my present out of +he top
of the ,Das.

The Vacko\ge was the exact ru's‘-rl' size and sha\)e
to be a Twisted Wizard 9game, So T knew Uncle
Charlie came ‘H\roug)n for me. Mom 30‘!’ the camera
reacly and T +ore open my 3i1[+.
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But it was Just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

T guess T didn% do a sood Jo{) of Hdihs my
ciisappoih'l'meh'l', and Mom got mad. All T can say
S, T 3|a3 Tm still a kid, becauvse if T had +o
act }xa\)\)y about the kinds of 361[+s grown-ups

get, T dont think T could ?U“ it off.

I KNOW THE

PERFECT
PLACE FOR
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T went up to m7/ room to take a break for a
while. A couP|e minutes later, Dad knocked on m7/
door. He told me he had my 551[4' for me out in
the garage, and the reason it was out there was

becauvse it was too 553 o wrap.

And when T walked down to the garage, there

was a Joramci-hew weig\ﬁ set.
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ﬂwa‘l' ﬂ'\ihs must \'\aVe cost a fortune. :[ didnt
have the heart 4o +ell Dad +hat T kind of lost
interest in the whole weis\\-l'-lh[‘HhS ‘H\ihﬁ when
+he wrestling unit ended last week. So T Just
said “thanks” instead.

T think Dad was exPeC‘h'hs me to drop down and
star+t c}oihs Some reps or 50me+¥\ih3, bt T J'US‘I'

excused myself and went back inside.
At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on the couch wa-l'c)nihs Mo\hhy \>|o\7/
wi+\~\ Hs +o7/s, feelihs Preﬁy Sorry for myseh[.
Then Mom came up to me and said that she
found a 3.'1[‘\' behind +he \Diaho with m7/ hame on
it, and it said, From Santa.’
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ﬂwe box was wa7/ ‘oo big for Twis+ed \/\'izarc}, but
Mom \)ulled the same "bis box" trick on me last
7/ear w\-\eh s}\e 30+ me a memory card for m7/

video game S7ls+em.

So T riPPed open the '\)acko\se and Pu“ed out my
present. Oh|7/ this wasnt Twisted Wizard,

either. T+ was a giant red wool sweater.

At first T +)nou3}\+ Mom was P|a7/ih3 some
kind of \Drach'cal Joke on me, because -H\is
sweater was the same kind we boua}\*l' for our

Givihs Tree 3u7/.

But Mom seemed \Dre‘H'y confused, too. She said
she DID bu7/ me a Video game, and that she had

ho idea w}xeﬁ‘ ‘H‘\e sweater was c}oihs N m7/ box.
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And then T figured it ovt. T +old Mom there
must have been some kind of mix-uP, and T 30‘!’
the Giviha Tree 5“7',5 351[+, and he 30+ mine.

Mom said she used the same kind of wrapping
paper for both of our sif‘fs SO she mustve

written ‘H\e wrong hames oh ‘H\e ‘I'o\as.

But then Mom said that this was reo\||7/ a 3004
+)nih3, because the Givih3 Tree 3u7/ was Proba{ﬂy
rea||7/ }m\)?y he got such a great Si-F‘I'.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!
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T Kad o ex‘>|aih +hat you heed a game s7ls+em
and a TV 4o Pld)' Twisted Wizard, so the game

was +o+a||7/ useless to him.

B
#

EVeh ‘H\ous\'\ m7/ Christmas was not soihs +hat

Srea‘l', T'm sure it was 306?\3 a whole lot worse

for +)ne Giviha Tree 3u7/.

T kind of decided o throw in the towel for +his
Christmas, and T headed up o Row|e7’s house.
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T 1[or30+ to 3e+ a SE-H for Row|e7/, so T Jus+
slo\\)\)ed a bow on the “Lil Cutie” book
Roclrick gave me.

And that seemed to do the trick.

Rowley’s parents have a lot of mohey, so T can
o\|wa7/s count on them for a sood 351[+.

But Rowley said +hat this year he \)ickec} out my
35‘[‘? himsel{. ﬂweh he broush‘l' me outside to show

me what it was.
From the way Row|e7/ was )ny\)ihg his present, T

‘H'\ous)n‘l' )ne must \\o\Ve soﬁeh me o bis-screeh
TV or a mo+orc7/c|e or $ome+\-\ih3.
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But once o\so\ih, I le+ m7/ "\o‘)es 3e+ ‘oo \'\is\'\.

d

“Z7INNN
L ]

Row|e7/ 30'!’ me a Bis \r\”\eeL I guess I would
have ‘H\oug\ﬁ this was a cool 3.’“ when T was in

the +hird 3ro\de, but T have no idea what Tm
Su‘)‘)osed to do with one now.

Row|e7 was so enthusiastic about it that T +ried
m7' best o act like T was \-\a\)\)y ahyway.

7 /:/ ! \“\:\ .
j&‘: ;
|

We went back inside, and Row|e7/ showed me his
Christmas loot.
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He sure 30‘!’ a lot more stuff than T did. He
even got Twisted Wizard, so at least T can P|o\7/
it w\'\eh 1 come up to ‘wis }\ouse. /ﬂm‘l' is, until
Rowley’s dad finds out how violent it is.

Ahd {307/ ) 7/ou \'\dVe never seen Someone as \’\d??)’ as
Rowley with his “Lil Cutie” book. His mom said it

was the oh|7/ ‘H\iha on his list that he didnt get.

Well , Th Slo\d SOMEONE 30+ what ﬂ\e)/
wanted +ocla7/.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!
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New Year’s EVC

Ih case you’re wohderihs w‘wd‘l’ I)m doihs n m7/ room
at 9:00 p-m. on New Year's Eve, let me {ill you n.

Earlier +o<}o\>/, me and Mahhy were }xors.’hs around in
the basement. T found a ‘h'hy black ball of thread
on the co\r\ae‘h and T told Mahhy it was a S\Dicler.

Then T Keld i+ over him Pre+ehdih3 like T was
3oih3 to make him eat it.

YAAAAH! SCREAM!

SQUEAL!

Ris‘ﬁ when T was about to let Mo\hhy 90, he
s|a\>\>ed my hand and made me droP the thread.
And guess what? That fool swallowed it.

GULP
\

o » °°
L
.
J
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Well, l"\o\hhy comPle-fel)/ lost his mind. He ran
upstairs to where Mom was, and T knew T was

n bia trouble.

5|

¥

]

[%

Mo\hhy told Mom T made him eat a S\)icier. T
told her there was no S\Dider, and that i+ was
Just a +ih7/ ball of thread.

Mom {Jrous\ﬁ T"\O\hhy over to the kitchen table.
ﬂ\eh she \)u+ a seed, a raisin, and a 9rape oh a
plate and told Manny to point to the thing
that was the closest in size to +he piece of
thread he swallowed.
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Mahhy took a w\'\ﬂe to look over ‘H\e +¥\ih3$ on

+he \>|a+e.
f %

Then he walked over o the refrigera‘ror and

\>u||ed out ah orange.

i
#

So that's w)ny T got sent to bed at 7/:00 and
T'm not downstairs wa-l'c\'\ihs the New Year's
Eve S\)C(‘Jd‘ on 1V.

And that's also w)ny my oh|7/ New Years

resolution is to never ‘)|a7l with Mahhy again.
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JANUARY
edhesda
T found a Wo\7/ to have some fun with the Biﬁ Wheel
Row|e7/ got me for Christmas. T came up with this
game where one avy rides down the hill and the
other avy tries to knock him off with a football.

i

Row|e7/ was the first one down the hill, and T

was +)ne +)nrower.

T+5 a lot harder 4o hit a moVing target than T
‘H’\oua)n‘l'. Plus, T didnt get a lot of practice. T+
took Row|e7/ like ten minutes 4o walk the Biﬁ Wheel
back up the hill after every trip down.
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Rowley ke‘ﬁ o\skihs +o switch P|aces and have me
be the one who rides +he Bie Wheel, but Tm no
fool. That thing was hitting +}\;r+7-1f.'Ve miles an
\-\our, and it didnt have ahy brakes.

DO YOU WANT NO THANKS...
TO HAVE A I'™M NOT AS
TURN NOW? GOOD AS YOU!

(PANT, PANT)

Ahyway, T never did knock Rowle)/ off +he Bis
Wheel +oda7/. But T guess T have 50me+\-\ih3 to

work at over +)ne rest of C\\ris-l'mas vacation.

“)Uf’de%

T was }\eo\dihs up ‘o Rowley,s ‘l’oc}dy to ?|a7/ our
Bis Wheel game again, but Mom said T had +o
finish my Christmas ‘H‘\o\hk-yous before T went

out ahyw}were.
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T ﬂ'\ous}vl' T could Jus+ crank out m7/ ‘H\ahk-you
cards in a half )nour, but when it came to ac+ua||>/
wri‘h'ha ‘l’\'\em, m7/ mind went blank.

= e

Let me +ell 7/ou, its not eo\sy wri'h'hs ‘H\ahk-you
hotes for stuff 7/ou didht want in -H\e first \vlace.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
thought they'd be easiest. But after two or
three cards, T realized T was Pro\c-h'cally writing
the same ‘H\ihs eVery time.

So T wrote up a Sehero\| form on the computer
with blanks for the ‘H\ihss that needed o c\\o\hse.
\r\]ri‘h'ha the cards from there was a breeze.
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Dear Aunt L)/cl ia,

Thank you so much for the awesome ehc cloPeclia !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the ehc7c|oFe<] ia looksonmy shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

en<.7/c|oPec! a

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gr‘es

l"\y S7ls+em worked out \>re++7 well for the first
couple of 3.’(‘!‘5, but after that, not so much.

Dear Aunt Loret+a,

Thank you so much for the awesome Pah'l‘s !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I Tove the way the ?an‘i's looks on my 1635 !

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my very own

Pdh+8

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, G reg
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riga
T 1[iha||7/ knocked Row|e7/ off the Biﬁ Wheel +oc{a7/ ,
but it didnt \\a‘)‘)eh +he wa7/ T ex‘Jec-l'ed. T was
‘h’)/ih& to hit him in the S\'\oulc}er, but T missecl,
and the football went under the front tire.

Row|e7/ tried to break his fall {>7/ S‘Hckihs out his
arms, but he landed \)reﬁ‘y hard on his lef+
hand. T -fiaured he d Just shake i+ off and 9get
ria}ﬁ back on the bike, but he didnt.

T +tried to cheer him up, but all the Jokes that

usua||>/ crack him up weren+ workihs.
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So T knew he must be hurt \)re'Hy bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME!
I'™M YOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.

(SNIFF)
HEH, uHEH'

7N

Moh;{o»(

C}\ris-fmas vacation IS over, and how were back

at school. And you remember Rowley’s Bis Wheel
accident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has
‘o wear a cast. Ahcl +oJa7, eVeryohe was crowdihs

arouhd }\im like \\e was d ‘wero or some‘l'\-\ihs.
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T +ried to cash in on some of Rowleyls hew
?oPularH}/, but it +o+a||>/ backfired.

I'M THE ONE

wHO BROKE
HIS HAND!
AN

;e

A+ lunch a bunch of sir‘ls invited Row|e7l over o
their table so ‘H‘\e)/ could FEED him.

/’/ﬁ'/

What really ticks me off about that is that
Rowley is right-handed, and its his LEFT hand
that's broken. So he can feed Nimself Jus+ fine.
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iuesdo?(
T realized Rowley’s thury +)nih3 IS a \>re+-|7
Sood ro\cke'i', so T decided it was time for me o

have an ih\jury of m7/ owh.

T took some gavze from \\ome, and T wra?‘)ec}
up my hand to make it look like i+ was hurt.

IT'S A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

T couldnt fisure out w\wy +he sirls weren+
swarming me like —H\e)/ swarmed Rowley , but then
T realized what the ProHem was.

See, ‘H'\e cast 1S a Sreo\‘l' simmick because eVeryohe
wanhts o sigh -H\eir hame on it. But its not exo\c+|7/
easy ‘o 563h gauze wi‘H\ a_pen.
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So T came up with a solution that T -H-\ous\\-\'

was Jus+ as sood.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY
SYMPATHY SHEET?

F &

That idea was a total bust, +oo. l"\y bo\hdage did
end vp attracting attention from a cou'\>|e of

\DeoP|e, but believe me, -H\ey were not the +7\>e
of Peoyle T was going for.

CAN I PEEK
AT YOUR
INFECTION?

@
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Mohdo\¥

Last week we started the +hird quarter at
school, so now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T sishecl up for is
someﬂ\iha called Ihclepehcleh‘f S+ud)/.

T WANTED +o sigh up for Home E conomics 2,
becavse T was Preﬁy sooc} at Home Ec 1.

But {)eihs 3003 at sewihS does not exo\c+|7/ buy
7/ou \Do?u|o\ri+7/ ?oih‘l's at school.

ACTUALLY,
IT'S AN
EMBROIDERED
BOOKBAG.

HEY, LOOK,
GREG HAS A
PURSE!

Ahywa?/, +his Ihc}e‘;ehc}eh-r S+ud7/ thing is an
ex?erimeh‘l' ‘Hwey’re +r7/ih3 out at our school for
the {first time.
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ﬂwe idea is that the class 3e+s o\ssished a ?roJec+,
ahcl +}\eh 7/ou }mVe to work on it +03e+}\er wi+)n ho
teacher in the room for the whole quarter.

ﬂ\e ca-l'c‘-\ 1S +\\a+ w\weh you’re done ) eVeryohe

n 7/our group gets the same sracle. T found out
+that Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be
a bis Problem.

Rick/s bia claim to fame is that hell \)ick the
gum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if 7/ou
pay him 1[|-f+7/ cents. So T don+ reo\||7/ have \-\53\'\
\wopes for our final srade.

i UCSQ{G%

Toc}o\y we 30'!' our ]:hde‘)ehdeh'f S-I'ud)/ o\ssishmeh‘l',
and guess what it is? We have to build a robot.

At first eVeryboéy kind of freaked out, because
we -H\oug}ﬁ we were going to have to build +he
robot from scratch.
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But Mr. Darnell told us we don+ have o build
ah actual robot. We Just heed to come up with
ideas for what our robot mig\ﬁ' look like and
what kinds of -H\ihss it would be able 4o do.

Then he left the room, and we were on our own.

We started braihs+ormih3 ru's}ﬁ away. I wrote
down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

EVerybody was \Dre++7/ im\Dressec} wH'}\ m7/ i&eas,
but it was easy to come up with them. All T
did was write down all the -I’)nihas T hate
c}oihg m7/se|1[.

But a cou‘>|e of the 3.’r|s 30‘!’ up to the front of
the room, and +)ne7/ had some ideas of their own.
ﬂ\ey erased my list and drew up their own \)lah.
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ﬂwey wanted 1o invent a robot +\\o\+ would 35Ve

you da-h'hg advice and have ten +7/\>es of |i\> 3|oss
on its -{ihser‘i‘i\)s.

= & =
8 5. o |8
AN

——— )

All us auys +)nou3¥\+ this was the s+U\>iJes+ idea
we ever heard. So we ended up S\)‘i‘H‘iY\S nto two
groups, 3ir|s and boys. ’ﬂwe boys went to the
other side of the room while the girls stood
around +a|kih9.

Now that we had all the serious workers in one
\)lace, we got to work. Someone had the idea
that 7/ou can 50\7 7/our name to the robot and it
can sa7/ i+ back +o 7/ou.

®@®

HiBOB 1t 1=
LEFS FHICE T
MEET =0 BOB.
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But then someone else Poih‘fed out that 7/ou
shouldn+ be able 4o use bad words for 7/our
name, because the robot shouldn+t be able o
curse. So we decided we should come up with a
list of all the bad words the robot shouldnt be
able +o say.

We came up with all +he reaular bad words, but
‘l’)neh Ricky Fisher came up wiﬂ\ +weh+7/ more ﬂ\e

rest of us \wo\d hever even \weo\rcl before.

So Ricky ended up {)eihs one of the most valuable
contributors oh this project.

Ris\ﬁ' before the bell rang, Mr. Darnell came
back in the room 4o check on our progress. He
\Dicked up +he \Diece of paper we were wri-h'h3 on

ahcl reacl it over.
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To make a long story short, Ih&epeh&eh-r S+ud>/
is canceled for the rest of the 7/ear.

T
<

i

\f\]ell, at least it is for us boys. So if the robots
n ‘Hwe future are soihs around wiﬂ\ c\-\erry |i\>

3|oss for 'Fihgers, at least now 7/ou know how it
all_got started.

E})Uf'de?{

Th school +oc}a7/ ‘H\e)/ had a Sehera| o\ssembly and
showed the movie “T+s Great to Be Me," which
+)ne7/ show us eVery yeo\r.

The movie is all about how you should be \’xa‘)vy
with who 7/ou are and not c)ndhge dhy‘l'}\ihs
about yourself.
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To be honest with you, T think +hats a rea||7/
dumb message to be +e||ih3 kids, especio\lly the

onhes at m7/ sc)noo|.

IT'S GREAT
TO BE ME!

Later on, ‘I')ney made an anhouncement that
there are some openings oh the Sm[e'fy Patrols,
and that got me thinking.

T£ someone \Dicks onh a Sdn[ei’)/ Patrol , 1T can Se‘l‘
them svsPehdeJ. The way - {isure i T can use

ah7/ extra \)ro-l'ec-h'oh I can 3e+.

Plus, T realized that mo\ybe beihs in_a_position
of o\u+\'\ori+7 could be 300& for me.
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BUT WE'VE
BEEN STANDING
HERE FOR AN

CAN WE PLEAS
CROSS TH
STREET NOW?

JF
-

ﬂ - og\

T went down 4o Mr. \/Jihsky’s office and sished
m7/se|1[ up, and T got Rowley to sign up, too.
T ﬂ\ous\ﬁ Mr. \/\lihsky would make us do a
bunch of c\\ih-u‘Js or Jum‘)iha Jo\cks or 50me+\\ih3
to prove we were up for the Jo{), but he Jus-l'
handed us our belts and baciaes on the S\)O+.

152



Mr. Wihsky said the openings were for o S\)ecio\l
assignment. Our school is ris}ﬁ hext to +he
e|emeh+o\r7/ school, and ‘H\e)/’Ve got a }\o\lf-do\y
kihclerso\r-l'eh there.

He wants us to walk the morhing sessioh kids home
in the middle of the day. T realized that meant
we would miss +weh+7/ minutes of Pre-AlSebra.
Row|e7/ must have fisurecl +that oI T faTo Y because
he started to S\Deo\k up. But T gave him a wicked
‘)ihc\\ underneath the desk before he could finish

Hs sentence.

BUT WE
WOULD MISS

T couldnt believe my luck. T was getting instant bully
protection and a free pass from half of Pre-A|5e{>ra ,
and T didn+t even have to lift o fihaer.
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i UCS({G%

Tocia?/ was our first clo\y as San[ew‘y Patrols. Me and
Rowley dont +ec¥mico\||7/ have stations like all the
other Patrols, so that means we dont have to stand
out in the freezihg cold for an hour before school.

But ‘H‘\d‘l’ didn+ s+o‘> us from comihs to ﬂ\e
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate ‘H\e)/ hand
out to the other Patrols before homeroom.

Aho-ﬂxer sreoﬁ ‘Jerk IS Jr\’w\’r 7/ou 5e+ to s)now up

ten minutes late for first Period.




T +e||ih3 you, Thve got it made with +his
Safety Patrol thing.

At 12:15, me and Rowley left+ school and walked
‘H-\e kihc{ersar-fhers )nome. ﬂwe w\-\ole +ri\> ate up
for+7/-1[iVe minutes, and there were oh|7/ +weh+7/
minutes of Pre-AlSebra lef+ when we got back.

\Ala|kih3 the kids home was no sweat. But one of
+he kihclerao\r-l"hers started to smell a little 1[uhh7/ ,
and '\,: ‘ﬂ\ihk mo\7/{>e *\e }md an accident in Hs \Dah'fs.

He tried to let me know about i, but T just
stared s+rm'3}\+ ahead and ke\ﬁ walkihg. T
take these kids home, but believe me, T didnt

sish up for o\hy/ c}io\?er c}u+7/
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FEBRUARY
Wedhesda?(
'E)Ja?/ it snowed for the first time this winter,
and school was canceled. We were sup‘)osed Yo
have a test in Pre-AlSebra, and Tve kind of
slacked off ever since T became a San[e‘l'y Patrol.
So T was \Dsyc\\ed.

@ °
P o S .
o
(=]

T called Row|e and told him +o come over. Me and
him have been +o\|k.h3 about bu.ldma the world’s
bisaesﬁ' showman for the past cou‘>|e of years now.

And when T say the world's bi33e5+ showmanh,
T not kiclc}ihs. QOur 30a| 1S to 3e+ into the
“Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But eVery +ime we Ve SO‘H'eh serious about 305?\3
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
we Ve missed our window of oP‘)or-hmHy. So +¥\is

yeo\r, T wanted to 3e+ started rig)n-f away.

When Rowley came oVer, we started rollihs +he
first snowball 4o make the base. T figured the
base was going o have 4o be at least eis)n-l' feet
+all on its own if we wanted to have a shot at
breo\kihs the record. But the showball got real
heo\vy, and we had to take a bunch of breaks in

between rolls so we could catch our breath.
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Duriha one of our breaks, Mom came outside o g0
to the grocery store, but our snowball was blockihs
her car in. So we got a little free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Row|e7/ Vus\\ed +that
snowball until we couldnt Push i+ ahy farther.

But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess

we had made.
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The snowball had gotten so }\eo\v7/ that i+ tore
up all the sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

I was \\oPihﬁ it wouH show a few more ihc\'\es
and cover up our tracks, but Just ike that, it
s+0\>‘>eci Showiha.

Qur \>|o\h to build the world’s biases*l' showman
was starting to fall apart. So T came up with a

better idea for our snowball.

EVery time it snhows, the kids from \r\l)nirley
Street use our hill for slecHihS, even +}\ou3)n this
isnt their heishbor)nood.
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So tomorrow morning, when the \'\n\irley Street
kids come mo\rc)nihs up our hill, me and Row|e7/ are

going o teach those guys o lesson.

E})UFSAG?{

\r\l\weh I woke up -Hwis morhihs, +)ne show was
o\|read7/ starting to melt. So T +old Rowley to
)nurry up o\hc{ 3e+ ciowh ‘o m7/ \'\ouse.

While T was waiting for Row|e>/ to show Up, T
watched l"\ahhy +r>/ih3 to build a snowman out of
the \)idclly crumbs of snow that were left over

'From our ShOWbd‘ | .
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T+ was ac+ua||7/ kind of \)dﬂxe-h'c.

T rea||7/ couldnt }\elp doihs what T did next.
Uhfor‘l'uho\‘l'd)/ for me, risH' at that moment,
Dad was at 'H'\e front window.




Dad was ALREADY mad at me for tearing up

+he sod, so T knew T was in for i+. T Keard the
garage door open and T saw Dad coming outside.

He marched ris\ﬁ out carryihs a snow shovel, and T
‘H‘\ous\'ﬁ T was going to have 4o make a run for it.

—N

But Dad was \\eo\dihs for my snowball, not me.

And in less than a minute, he reduced all our
hard work o hoﬂwih\g.




Rowley came b)/ a few minutes later. T +\-\ou3\'\+ he
mis\ﬁ o\c-l’uo\||7/ 36‘!’ a kick out of what }\o\\)‘)ehec}.

But T guess he had his \-\:ﬁ set on ro||ih9
that snowball down the hill, and he was rea||7/
mad. But get +his: Row|e7/ was mad at ME for
w)no\+ DAD did.

T +old Rowley he was {)eihs a {353 bdb)” and we
got in a s)novihg match. Risk-l' when i+ looked like
we were going to get in an all-out fia\ﬁ, we got
ambushed from the street.

Q




T+ was a hit-and-run b)/ the \/\“wir|e7/ Street kids.

x &%

Ahci £ Mrs. Levine, m7/ Ehah's\'\ +eqc\-\er, was
there, T'm sure she would have said the whole

. . (. )
situation was ironic.

Wedhesdo\?[

'E)da?/ at school ‘H\e)/ anhounced there’s an opening
for +)ne cartoonist Job N ‘H\e sc\-\oo| paper. ﬂ\ere’s
oh|7/ one comic slot, and up until how this kid named

Bryo\h Little has been \\033.’?\3 it all 4o himself.
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Bryo\h has +his comic called "\/\'acky Po\ws,“ and
when it started off, it was o\c-l'ua||7/ Pre+‘|7/ {uhhy.

But |a+e|7/, Bryah’s been using his strip to handle

Hs ?ersohal business. I guess -Hm-f’s why -H\e)/

gave him the axe.
Wacky Dawg

Bryan Little

HEY. ACTU{I”Y,
Wacky I hﬂVE
Dawg, say something
somethin' se.rioug on
FUNNy! My mind

Susan Lim, if you are reading this,
Bryan is very sorry he kissed ﬁour
best friend Rachel behind the
lockers. He hopes you can find it in

your heart to forgive him.
P.S. Barry Palmer,
you still owe Bryan
- five dollars, you

@ ”/\ BUM!

As soon as I \\eo\rd -H-\e news, :[ knew I )nad to
+r7/ out. "\r\lacky Paws“ made Bryah Little a
ce|e{>ri+7/ at our school, and T wanted o get in
on some of that kind of fame.

T Kad a taste of what its like to be famous at

my school when T won honorable mention in this

o\h‘l’iSmokihs contest +\~se7/ had.
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All T did was trace a picture from one of
Rodrick’s }xeav7/ metal magazines, but |uckil7/, ho

onhe ever fouhc{ out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
YOU'LL LOOK LIKE ME.

The kid who won first \>|ace is named Chris
Carhey. Ahd w)ndrl‘ kind of ticks me off is ‘H‘\o\‘l'
Chris smokes at least a ?ack of cigarettes a cio\y.
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“)Uf'de?{

Me and Rowley decided to team up and do a
cartoon ‘I'ogeﬂwer. So after school +ocla>/ he came

over o m7/ house - and we 30+ to work.

We {)o\hsecl out a bunch of characters real
c‘uick, but that turned out to be the eo\s)/
part. When we 4ried 4o think up Some Jokes,
we kind of hit a wall.

T fiho\||7/ came up with a Sood solution.

T made up 4 cartoon where the ‘Juhc\-\ line of
eVery strip is “Zoo-Wee Mama /"

That way we wouldn+ get bosgeci down with haviha

to write actual Jokes , and we could concentrate on

‘H-\e Pid’ures.
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For +he first cou‘>|e of s+ri\>$, T did the wri-h'hs
and drew the characters, and Rowley drew the

boxes around the \Dic-fures.
S+eE> on a crack,
breqk our
mommgfcs back!
g)
M

Row|e7/ started comP|o\ihih3 that he didn+ have
ehoua\-\ ‘o c{o, so T let Nim write a few of the s+ri\>s.
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But to be honest with 7/ou, there was a Pre++7/

obvious c}roP n qua|i+7/ once Rowley started doihg

the writing.
1 "\GVE beer\ F‘ma“xf! One
waitin 9 +hree hamburse r,
hours to getr / please!
* ) V7d
~ & :_:

T Sorey, Sir;
we are ‘all
50|<_J1 out.

EVeh+ua||7/ T got kind of sick of the “Zoo-Wee
Mama  idea and T \Dreﬁy much let Rowley take

over the whole oPero\-h'oh.
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And believe it or not, Rowley’s drawiha skills

are worse than his writing skills.

1 | 1
C?ops_ ik S'I'ep‘j) A+ leaS-\' +'s
Q" prodle. "seid puddle.

) /

S !

== Aj,qy-aT
T+ is an acid
puddle!

; zoo-wEE>

T +old Rowley maybe we_should come up with
some new ideas, but he Jus+ wanted to kee?
writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he Po\ckec} up
his comics and went \wome, which was fine {)7/ me.
T dont reo\lly want to be Po\r‘l'herec} up with a
kid who doesnt draw hoses, ahywqy.
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riga
After Rowley lef+ 7/es+er4a7/, T really got to work

oh Some comicS. L. came up with this character called

Creig\'\‘l'oh ‘H‘\e Cretin, and 1 30+ on a roll.

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Greg Heffley
ML, MY NO IT ISNT.
NAME IS~ YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. “STEWART PID.”
2 \
®,0 . =

Ak
OOPS. HI, T'™
STEW PID.
)
o\®
1

HAR HAR HAR HAR!
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T mustve bahaed out +weh‘l7/ s+ri‘>s, and T

Jidh"l' even break a sweat.

I WONDER WHAT THATS NOT A BOX, ITS A
1S IN THIS CUTE BRICK, YOU DUMB MORON!
LITTLE BOX?

\

OOPS. T HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY.

-
DOCTOR, COULD I CREIGHTON, I TOLD
LAVE A NEW BUTT? YOU A MILLION TIMES,
MY OLD ONE HAS A EVERYONE'S BUTT HAS

CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN IT!
N NN
OH YEAH,I
FORGOT.

T}\e Sreo\‘l’ ‘l’\-\ihs about these “Creis}vl’oh the Cretin’

comics 1S ‘l‘)na‘l‘ wiﬂ\ all ‘H\e i&io+s ruhhiha o\rouhd m7/
school, T will NEVER run out of hew material.
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\r\u\eh I 30+ to sc\-\oo| +oc§a>/, :[ took m7/ comics
to Mr. Tra's office. He's the teacher who runs
the school hewspaper.

But when T went to turn m7/ s+ri\>s n, T saw
‘H‘\a‘l' +}\ere waS a ?i|e of comics from oﬂ\er kids
who were +r7/ih3 out for the Job.

Most of them

worriec} about

were Vreﬂy bo\d, so T wasnt too

‘H‘\e com‘)e‘H‘h’oh.

=7 )

4 don't walk near eah, youre

Gl r\s our Iunch ’ta,lg e, : not gven

RULFE! tyler green! cutel
. y P

by tabitha % g

cutter and .

isa. russel T—5s &g

ha ha ha ha ha

| !

ha ha ha hal | gTr‘I.S R_UL
\ /

e ©

28 oz | B
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+reme

‘-ES JUHWL
5\6 © what

I'm 3onr\a
ek)+hist11

ever

'\{o dUCIe wah:lw

out for +hat
+E'-|ef>’nohe

M

RN

One of the comics was called “Dumb Teachers,”
and it was written by this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is o\lwa7/s in detention, so L guess he has a

bone o \Dick wiﬂ\ Jus+ about eVery +eac}\er n ﬂ\e

sc}\ool, ihcludihs Mr. Ira.
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So T'm not too worried about the chances of
Bill's comic getting in, either.

O
@

“ S-hnk
l l lines )
) (from the FGOP

There were o\c+uo\||7/ one or two decent comics in
the bin. But T sli‘J\Ded them under a ‘)i|e of
?o\\)erwork on Mr. Tra’s desk.

HoPe-fu“)/ ) those ones wont turn up ontil T'm
N Hsh sc)nool.
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“)Uf'de?{

’Bday, during morning anhouncements, T got

the news T was }\o?iha for.

AND THE NEW
CARTOONIST FOR THE
SCHOOL PAPER IS...
GREG HEFFLEY!

The paper came out +odo\7/ at lunch time, and

eVeryohe was reo\dihs i+,

T reaNy wanted to Pick up a copy to see my
hame in Prih-l", but T decided to Jus+ \)|o\7/ i+ cool

for a while instead.
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T sat at the end of the lunch 4able so there

would be Plehiy of room for me to star+ sighing
au+03ra\>¥\s for m7/ hew fans. But hobody wdas coming
over to tell me how great my comic was, ahd L

started to 3e+ +)ne feelihﬁ SOme-l'\\ihs was wrohg.

T srabbed a_paper and went into the bathroom
+to c\\eck it out. Ahd w)neh I Saw m7/ comic, I
Pr‘dC‘HCd”y had a heart attack.

Mr. Tra told me he had made some “minor

edits” o m7' comic. 1 'H'\oush‘l’ he Jus-l' meant he
he fixed S\)e||ih9 mistakes and stuff like that, but
he +o+a||7/ butchered it.

ﬂ\e comic \-\e ruined was one of m7/ favorite ones ,
too. Tn the original, Creighton the Cretin is taking
a math test, and he accideh-h:”)/ eats it. And then
+he teacher 7/e||s at him for {)eih3 such a moron.
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B)/ the time Mr. Tra was done with it, you
?racﬁcall)/ couldnt recognize it as the same strip.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x +43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be?

Thanks. Kids, if you want to learn
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office
_ )}~ hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

So lﬂm \)reﬁy sure I wont be sighiha au+03ro\‘>}\s

ahy-h' me_Soon.
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MARCH
Wedhesda;z
Me and Rowle)/ were en Joyihs our hot chocolate
in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
+oda7, and there was an annhouncement on the

|oudsveaker.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE

IMMEDIATELY.

TN

1Rk

Rowley went down to Mr. \f\luhskys office, and

when Rowley came back fifteen minutes later, he
looked Pre-Hy shaken up.

A\)Pareh‘H)/ Mr. \r\]ihsky got a call from a parent
who said ‘H\e)/ withessed Rowley "‘l'errorizihs“
the kih&erso\r-fhers when he was sup\)osed to be

wa|kih3 them home from school. And Mr. \/Jihsky
was reall)/ mad about it.
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Rowley said Mr. \r\lihsk7/ 7/e||ed at him for about

t+en minutes o\hcl said Hs actions "Jisrespec-l"ecl

the badge."

You Know, T think T mi3¥\+ J'US‘I' know what this
is all about. Last week, Row|e7/ had to take a
quiz Jurihs fourth ‘)eriod, so T walked the

kih&eraar-fhers )nome on m7/ owh.

T+ had rained that morhihs, and there were a
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided to
‘-\o\Ve some fun wiﬂ-\ ‘H’\e kids.
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But some heis\wbor\\ood |ad7/ saw what T was
Joih&, and she yellec} at me from her front \)orc%.

I+ was Mrs. Irvihe, w}xo is {riends wi+}\ Rowley’s
mom. S)ne must \\aVe -ﬂ\ouah‘l' I was Rowley ,
because :[ was borrowihs Hs coat. Ahd :\: wash +

about to correct \-\er, either.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
THE PRINCIPAL IS
GOING TO HEAR

ABOUT THIS!

e 1[or30+ about the whole incident until ‘l’ocla)/.

Ah}""’“}" Mr. \/\lihsk7 +old Rowley he’s going to
have o o\\>o|03ize to the kihdersar‘l'hers +omorrow
morning, and that he’s sus‘Jehded from Patrols

1[or a week.
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T knew T should ‘)roba{ﬂ)/ Just ell Mr. \'\]ihsky it
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasnt ready to set the record s+rai3¥\+ Just
7/e+. T knew if T confessed, Td lose my hot
chocolate Privﬂeses. And that ris}vl' there was
ehoua)n +o make me kee\) quiet for the time beiha.

At dinner +ohi3\-\+, Mom could tell someﬂ\ihg
was {)o-l'\-\erihs me, So she came up ‘o m7/ room
afterward to talk.

T told her T was in a +ou3}\ sitvation, and T
didn* know what to do.

T got to give Mom credit for how she handled
+. She didnt 4ry to pry and get all the details.
All she said was that T should try to do the
"ris\ﬁ 'H'\ihs," because its our choices that make

uS W\'\O we are.
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I fisure +\-\o\+’s Pre-Hy decent advice. But I’m sill
hot 100% sure what T'm going to do tomorrow.

!})UFSAQ%

Well, T was up all his}vl' tossing and turning
over this Row|e7/ situation, but T fiho\ﬂy made
up m7/ mind. T decided +he ris\ﬁ +}\ih3 to do
was to just let Row|e7/ take one for the team

‘H‘\is +ime around.

I'™M SORRY I

TERRORIZED
YOU CHILDREN,

T 1A
“FZINNN D, W]
-U, ﬁ N

On the way home from school, T came clean with
Rowley and told him the whole truth about what
‘wo\\)‘)ehed, and \wow it was me w\-\o c\wasec} -H-\e
kids with +he worms.
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Then T +told him there were lessons we could

both learn from +his. T told him T learned +o be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvine's house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, too, which is this: Be careful about who
7/ou lend 7/our coat to.

I GUESS THIS HAS
BEEN A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FOR

BOTH OF us!

To be \\ohes-f wi‘ﬂw 7/ou, m7/ message didnt seem
to be Se‘H’ihS -I’)nroua\'\ to Row|e7/.

We were suP‘Josec} to )ndhs out after school
‘l’ocld?', but he said he was Jus+ Soihs to 90 home
and take a hap.

T couldnt reo\||7/ blame him. Becauvse if T didn+
have m7/ hot chocolate this morhihg, T wouldnt
have had much eher37/, either.
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When T 30+ \wome, Mom was wai‘h'hs for me at
the front door.

DID YOU DO
THE RIGHT
THING?

Mom took me out 4o get some ice cream as a sPecio\|
treat. And what this whole e‘DESOde has +au3)n+ me
is that eVery once N a w}\ile, its not such a bad

idea to listen to your mo*l‘\'\er.

SLURP A
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i UCde?{

There was another announcement on the |oqu?eaker |
+oda7, and to be honest with you, T kind of

-figured +}\is ohe was comihg.

> GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE.

T knew it was Jus+ a_matter of time before T
got busted for what \m\)\)ehed last week.

When T 30+ +o Mr. \A‘ihsk/s office, he was
reo\||7/ mad. Mr. Wu’hsky told me that an
."ahohymous source. had informed him that T

was the real cu|‘>ri+ in_the worm-c)no\sihg incident.

Then he told me T was relieved of my San[e+7
Patrol duties “effective immec}io\‘l'el)/.”
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Well, it doesn+ take a detective to -Fisure out

‘H’\o\‘l’ 'H\e o\hohymous source was Row|ey.

T cant believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While T was sitting there getting
chewed out by Mr. \/\lihsky, T was ‘H‘\ihkiha, T

heec} to remember o SiVe m7/ frieh& a lecture

Later on +ocla7/, Rowley got reinstated as a Patrol.
And get this: He actually got a PROMOTION.

Mr. \'\]ihsky said Row|e7/ had “exhibited dighi‘l?/

uhc}er 1[a|se SUS\Dicioh.“
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T ﬂ'xous}vl' about reo\||7/ |e++ih3 Rowley have i+
for ratting me out like that, but then T

realized some-l")nihg.

Thn June, all the officers in the Sm[ei')/ Patrols
go on a 1rip fo Six Flags, and they get fo take
a|oh3 one friend. T need to make sure Rowley

GT ME GET

THIS FOR YOU,
“CAPTAIN™

knows I,m Hs 3u7/.

""j‘h\\
u-

iUCde%

Like T said be'fore, the worst \)ar‘l" of 36‘H’ih3
kicked off San[e‘l')/ Patrols is |osih3 )/our hot

chocolate privi |e3es.

EVery morhiha , 1 g0 to +)ne back door of -H\e
cafeteria so Rowley can hook me up.
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But eiﬂwer m7/ friend \\o\s gohe deaf or \we’s ‘oo
bus7/ kissihs the other officers butts to notice me

at the window. PSST!
PSST!

Tn fad', now that T think of i1, Rowley has been
TOTALLY siviha me ‘H\e cold S}\ouHer |q+e|7/. Ahd

that's rea||7/ lame, because if T recall correc’rly,
HE’S the one that sold ME out.

Even -H'\ous\'\ Row|e7/ has been a total Jerk |a+e|7/,
T +tried to break the ice with him +ocia7/, ahyway.
But even THAT didnt seem to work.
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APRIL
riga
EVer since -I')ne worm ihcicieh‘l’, Row|e7/ }ms been
}mhgihs out with Collin Lee every day after school.
What really stinks is that Collin is supposed o
be MY backu‘) friend.

T}\ose 30)/5 are aC‘Hhs +o+a||7/ ridiculous. %day,
Rowley and Collin were wearing these mo\‘l'c)nihs
T-S\wir“l's , and it made me J'us+ about want to vomit.

===

TN
¥ .

After dinner +ohn'3\-\+, " Rowley and Collin
wa|kih3 up the hill +03e+¥\er, c\‘\ummiha it up.
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Collin had his oVerh53¥\+ bo\s, so T knew +\-\e7

were going to do a slee?over at Rowley’s.

And T -H-xoug}ﬁ, Well, two can ?lay at THAT
game. The best way to get back at Rowley was
to get a hew best friend of m7/ owh. But
uhfor+uha+e|7/, the ohl7/ person who came to mind
ria)n‘l' at that moment was Fre3|e7/.

T went up ‘o Fre3|e7/’s with m7/ oVerhis)n—f bd\s so
Rowley could see T had other {friend options, +oo.

When T got there, ‘Frealey was in his front
yard stabbing a kite with a stick. That's when
T started to +hink maybe this wasn+ +he bes+
idea after all.

PANT

PANT
PANT
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But Rowley was in \-\is front yard, and \-\e was
wa+c¥\ih3 me. So T knew there was no turning back.

T invited myself into Fresley’s house. His mom said
she was excited to see Frealey with a "Playma-l'e,"

w\wic’n wasS a term :\: was hot too eh‘l'\wsio\S‘I'ic about.

Me and ‘Fresle)/ went vpstairs o his room.
Fresley tried o get me to \)|a7/ Twister with
)nim, (o) I made sure :[ s+o\7ed ten feet awo?/

from }\im at all +imes.

T decided that T should Just \>u|| +he \7|u3 on
+his s+u?ici idea and g0 home. Bu+t eVer7/ +ime T
looked out ﬂ\e wihdow, Rowley and Collin were
still in Rowley’s front yarcl.
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T didn* want 1o leave until those auys went back
inside. But +)nih35 started +o get out of hand with
Fregley \Dre++7/ quickly. When T was |ookih3 out the
wihdow, ‘Fresle)/ broke into m7/ back‘)o\ck and ate the
whole bas o{JeN)/ beans T had in there.

-Fre3|e7/,s one of ‘H\ese kids w)no’s hot SU\D\)osecl
‘o eat dh}' sugar, so two minutes later, he was

bouhcihs off the walls.

—
a—

\

\\

e
Fre3|e7/ started acting like a total maniac, and

he chased me all around his upstairs.

T ke\)‘l’ ‘H\ihkihs he was 305h3 to come down off
of Nis sugar ‘\ig)n, but he didnt. EVeh‘l‘ua||7/, T
locked myself in his bathroom 4o wait him out.
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Around 11:30, i+ got quiet out in +he \-\o\llwa?/.

Thats when ?resley sli\)\)ed o piece of paper
under the door.

-SLIP

=

T ?icked it up and read it.

Deor Greﬁor)’;

T ' Very sorry 1
Chqsed you Wlo-l-% a
boo\aer on MY anger-
He\'e; T FU+ i+ on
+his aper SO Yo
can 3e+ me back .
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ﬂwo\‘f)s the last +Hh3 T remember before T
blacked out.

T came o my. sehses a few hours later. After T
woke up, T cracked the door open, and T heard
Shorihg comiha from ‘Fresle)/’s room. So ]: c}ecide&

to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not )no\\)\)y wi-l')n me for se‘HihS
them out of bed at 2:00 in the morhing. But b)/
+that point, T could really care less.
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Mohdo\>{

Well, me and Rowley have o”icio\lly been ex-friends
for about a month how, and to be honest with
7/ou, T'm better off without him.

lﬂm Slacl I can J'us-r do w‘\a‘reVer :[ wanht wi-l'}\ou-f
}xo\vihg to WorTy about carry.‘hg all that dead
weiSH' around.

Ld+e|7/ I’Ve been "\dhsihg out In Rodrick’S room

after school and 305?\3 +¥\rou3\\ his stuff. The other
clo\)/; T found one of his middle school 7/ear{>ooks.

03

3
ﬂ@
-

Rodrick wrote on eVerybocly’s \)ic+ure in his
)/earbook, S0 you can tell how he felt about all
the kids in his Srade.
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EVery once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around town. Ahd T Kave to remember o thank
Rodrick for mo\kihs c)nurc\\ a lot more ih+eres+ih3.

But the page in Rodrick’s yedrbook that's
really interesting is the Class Favorites page.

’ﬂm‘l”s where -Hwey Pu-f ?ic-hzres of the kids who
get voted Most Popuhr and Most Talented and
all that.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

Ne’(‘ d)

[

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen

e

You know, this Class Favorites +)nih3 has really
30‘\' m7/ 9ears +urhih3.

Tf 7/ou can get 7/ourse|1[ voted onto the Class
Favorites page, you’re \Dracﬁca“)/ ah_immor+tal.
Even if 7/ou dont live up to what 7/ou got
\)icked for, it doesn+ reo\||7/ matter, because its

on Permaheh‘!’ record .

PeoPle still treat Bill Watson like he's some'l')nihg

S\Decial, even ‘H\oua\-\ *\e ended up c}ro?\m'ha out of
\\is)n schooL
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We still run into him at the Food Barn eVery

once N a wme.

WILL THAT BE
PAPER OR
PLASTIC, MAAM?

So here’s what T'm -H-\ihkihgt This school year
has been kind of a bus+, but if T can 3e+ voted
as a Class Favorite, T go out on a Hs\-\ hote.

Tve been +r7/ih3 to think of a ca+e50r7/ T have
a shot at. Most Po‘;uhr and Most Athletic are
Jefihi+e|7/ out, so T soihs to have to find
Someﬂwih& that's a little bit more in reach.

A‘!’ first I +)nou3¥\+ md?/be 1 shouH wear rea||7/
hice clothes for the rest of the year so T can
3e+ Best Dressed.
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But that would mean T would have to get my
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilsrim.

Wednesday

|as+ h53¥\+ T was |7/ih3 n bed, and it hit me: T
should g0 for Class Clown.

145 not like T'm known for being real -fuhhy at
school or ah7/+)nih3, but if T can ‘)u“ off one bis
\Drahk ria\-\'f before Voting, that could do it.




MAY

E})Uf‘de?{

’E)Ja?/ T was +r>/ih3 to fisure out how T was
going o sneak a thumbtack onto Mr. Worth's
c\-\air n Hi$+or7/ w\'\eh )ne said 50me+\'\ih3 +\’\o\+
made me rethink my \)lo\h.

Mr. Worth told us he has a dentists appointment
‘tomorrow, So were Soihs to )na\/e a substitute.
Subs are like comic sold. You can say Just about
ahy-ﬂwiha you waht, and 7/ou can+ 3e+ in_trouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
WILL YOU PLEASE

DO THIS PROBLEM?

( EXCUSE ME?)
- YOUR BIG
FANNY GRANNY!
CELL L HARDLY
INK THATS... J2omrs o
HAPPY

YOUR MA@




riga
T walked into my His+or7/ class +oda7/, reac})/
to execute my \)lah. But when T got to the
door ) Quess w)no ‘H‘\e substitute +eo\c¥\er Was P

HI, HONEY
BUNCHES!

Of all the Peov\e in the world to be our sub
+ocld7l, it was Mom. T ﬂ\oug\ﬁ‘ Moms cio\ys of

Se‘H’ihs ihVo|Vecl at m7/ sc}\oo| were over.

She used 4o be one of those parents who came
n_to }\d\) out in the classroom. But +hat all
c)nahsed after Mom Vvolunteered to be a
c)no\Perohe for our field +ri\> to the zoo when
T was in third Sro\cle.
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Mom had ‘)re?o\reJ all sorts of material to helP us
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all
anyohe wanted to do was watch the animals 90
to the bathroom.

=0 rd
7 TN, N AP IW )
HQHESIAOARNTBOAGS

Ahyway, Mom +o+a||>/ {foiled my ?lah 4o win Class
Clown. T'm Just |uck7/ there’s not a co\-l'eaor)/
called Bisges-f Mama s Boy, because after +oJa>/,
T'd win that one in a landslide.

YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH
AT HOME!
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\/Jedhesda¥

ﬂ\e school paper came out o\saih +odo\7/. T quH'
m7' Job as school cartoonist after "Creig)n-roh +he
Curious Student” came out, and 1 didnt rea||7/
care who +)ne7/ ‘Jicked Yo re‘>|ace me.

But eVeryohe was |0\u3\'\ih3 at ‘l’}\e comics page at

lunch, so T Picked up 4 copy to see what was so
'Fuhhy. And when T oPehe& it up, T couldn®
believe my eyes.

didnt c\-\qhse a sihale WORD of Row|e7/’s strip.

Zoo-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

I am hot a
\acis/ T am jus+
one of +those clu:js
with long hair

50 no +hanks
+o +that date. A

—"
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So now Rowleyls getting all the fame that was
sup‘)osed to be mine.

WILL YOU PUT
US IN YOUR
COMIC?

Even the teachers are kissihg Rowley’s bott. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Worth JroPPed his
chalk in His+or7/ class—

Z00-WEE
MAMA!
Ii ‘/ﬁ‘\\v’ o
- "(_)' ' A

| ™~
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Mohda¥

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” —Hwihg has req||7 got me
worked up- Row|e7/ is_getting all the credit for a
comic that we came up with +03e+\\er. T figurecl
+he least he could do was put my hame oh the

s+ri\> as +¥\e co-creator.

So T went up to Row|e)/ after school and +old
him +hats what he was gonhha have to do. But
Rowley said ' Zoo-Wee Mama" was all HIS idea
and that T didnt have anything to do with it.

T guess we mustve been +a|kih5 \Dre‘Hy loud,
because the next ‘H\ihs 7/ou khew, we attracted

a_crowd.

FIGHT! FIGHT! IGHT! FIGHT!
FIGHT! FIGHT!
\

/




ﬂ\e kids ot m7/ sc\\ool are ALWAYS i+c\-\ih3 to
see a fis)n-l'. Me and Row|e7 tried to walk away
but those 3u7/s weren + Soiha to let us g0 uhtil

‘H'\ey Saw US ‘I'\‘\row some Puhc\\es.

T Ve never been in a real fia*vl’ before, so T didnt
khow how T was suPFosecl to stand or hold my
fists or ahyﬂwiha. And you could +ell Rowle)/

didnt know what he was c}oihs ei-l'}\er, because he

Just started prancing around like a |e\>rec\-\auh.

T was \Dre++7/ sure T could take Row|e7/ n a
fis)n‘l', but the -Hwihs that made me nervous was
the fact that Rowley takes karate. T dont know
what kind of )nocus-'\)ocus ‘I")ne7/ teach in Row|e7/’s
karate classes G but the last ‘H-\ihs T needed was
for him o |a7/ me out ris}\‘l' there on the {>|ack+o‘>.

20/



Before me or Row|e7/ made a move, there was a
screec}\ihs sound in the school Parkiha lot. A
bunch of teenagers had s+0\>\>eci +heir Pickup
‘I'ruck, and ‘l'\-\e)/ started Pih’hs out.

T was Just }\av\)y +hat eVeryohe’s attention was
on the Teenagers instead of me and Row|e7/. But
all the other kids took off when the teenagers
started )neo\c}ihs our way.

?

And then T realized that these teenagers
looked awfu“y familiar.

'ﬂ\arf’s w\-\eh it H-f me. ﬂ-\ese were ‘H\e Same
uys who chased me and Row|e>/ around on
Halloween his}vl', and +)ne7/ had fihally co\ug}ﬁ up
wiﬂ\ uS.
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But before we could make a run for i+, we had our

arms \)ihhecl be\'\ihd our backs.

ﬂ\ose 3u7/s wanted to +eo\c)n us a lesson for
tauhting them on Halloween h.‘sH, and +)ne7/
started arsuihg over who\‘l' ‘l')ney S)noulcl do wH')n us.

But to be honest with 7°U’ T was more concerned
about some-l')niha else. The Cheese was oh|7/ a few
feet {from where we were s+ahdih3 on the b|o\ck+0\> ;

and it was |ookih3 hastier than ever.
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ﬂ\e {)is +eeha3er must \wo\Ve co\us\ﬁ m7/ eye,
because the next -Hwihg T knew, he was |ookih3
at the C)neese, too. Ahd T guess +hat gave him
the idea he was |ookih3 for.

Row|e7/ 30+ Sihslecl out first. ﬂ\e bis kid srab{)ed
Rowley and Jro\%ed him over 4o the Cheese.

Now, T dont want 4o Sd7/ exo\c+|7/ what )na‘)\)ehecl
hext. Pecause if Row|e7/ ever tries to run for
President and someone finds out w‘\o\‘f 'l'\-\ese 3u7/$

made him Jo, he wont have a chance.

So T put it to you this wa7/-‘ Jﬂ\ey made Rowley
the Cheese.
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T knew ‘H\e)/ were gohha make me do it, “oo. T
started o Pahic, because T knew T wasnt 30ih3
to be able +o 1"{3\-& m7/ wa7/ out of this situation.

I WOULD, BUT

So I did some fast +d|kih3 instead.
I'M ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!

TN

And believe it or not, it ac+uo\||7/ worked.
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T guess +he teenagers were satisfied ‘I'\'\ey had
made their \)oih‘l', because after ‘ery made
Rowley finish off the rest of the Cheese, +\'\e7/
let+ us 9o- /ﬂ\ey 30+ back in their truck and
took off down the road.

Me and Rowley walked home +03e+\wer. But neither
one of us reo\||7/ said ahy-ﬂxiha on the way back.

T ‘l’)noush‘l’ about mentioning o Row|e7/ that
ma?/{)e he could have \)u”ed out a couPle of his
karate moves back -H'\ere, but some‘l'\'\iha told me
+o hold off on that -ﬂxous\'\-l' for ris\ﬁ how.

SHUDDER
SHUDDER
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i UCde?{

At school +oda7/, the teachers let us outside
after lunch.

I‘I’ took about five seconds for someone o
realize ‘Hwe C)neese was missih3 from its S‘DO+ on

the blo\ck‘l'op.

GEYYYYYYYYYQ >

EVerybody crowded around to look at w}\ere -H-\e
Cheese used 1o be. Nobocly could believe it was
ac+ua||7/ gohe.

PeoPle started comih3 up with these crazy theories
about what \-\a\D\)eheJ to it. Somebody said that
md?/be the Cheese grew |e35 and walked away.
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T+ took all my self-control to kee‘) my mouth
s}w-i'. Ahci f Rowley wash t s+ahclih3 rish-l'
there, T )nohes+|7/ dont know if T could have
ke‘ﬁ' quie‘l'.

A couP|e of ‘H\e 3“)’5 w‘\o were o\rauihs over w)ndrl‘

\-\o\‘)‘)ehed +o +he Cheese were the same ones who
were eggihg me and Row|e7/ on 7/es+erc}a>/ afternoon.
So T knew it wasnt going Yo be |oh3 before
someohe put two and two +03e+\'\er and fisurec} out
that we must have had something to do with it.

Row|e7/ was s+o\r+ih3 to Po\hic, and T dont
blame him, either. Tf the truth ever came out
about how the Cheese disa\)\)eo\red, Rowley would
be finished. He’cl have o move out of the state,
and mo\7/{>e even the couh+r7/.
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That's when T decided 4o sPeo\k up-

T +old everyone that T knew what \'\o\\)\)ehed to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of it {)eiha on the
black-foP , and T Jus+ decided to 3e+ rid of it once
and for all.

For a second there , eVeryohe J'us+ froze. T
‘H'\ous)n‘l' ?eople were going to start Jr\\o\hkihs me
for w\'\a‘f T did, but boy, was 1 wrohg.

= rea”)f wish T had worded my s+or7/ a little
cli”ereh-l'ly. Because if T +hrew o\wo\7/ the Cheese )
guess what that meant? T4 meant that T have
‘H\e C}\eese /E)uc}\.




JUNE
riga
Well, if Rowley aPPrecia-fec} what T did for him
last week, he hasnt said i+. But weve started
"\o\hsihs out after school asdu'h , SO T guess +hat

means me and \'\im are back to normal.

AHERD!

e o)

T can \woheS‘H)/ sa7/ that so 1[o\r, \-\avihs the
Cheese Touch hasnt been all that bad.

T+ 30"’ me out of doihs the Sc‘uare Dance unit
n Phys EJ; because no one would \)o\r-l"her up

with me. And T Ve had the whole lunch +able +o
myself eVery c}ay.

Today was the last clo\7/ of school, and -H\ey
handed out yearbooks after eis\'\ﬂ’\ Period.
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I ﬂi\)Ped to ‘Hwe Class Favorites page, and
here's the Pic-hzre that was wai‘h'h9 for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

Al T can sy s, if ahyohe wants a free yearbook,
+\-\e7/ can dis one out of -Hwe +ras\-\ can in +)ne
back of ‘H\e cafeteria.

You know, Row|e7/ can have Class Clown for all T
care. BPut if he ever 3e+s ‘oo bi3 for his bri+c¥\es,
T Just remind him that he was +he avy who ate
the
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Tl be famous one da , but for now IT'm s+uck
in middle school wi‘i'h a bunch of morons.

Z MORONS

o

& ™

Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this better
than Greg Heffley, who finds himself thrust into middle
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Kinney
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his diary:

1]

Just don't e‘xPed‘ me to be all “Dear Dinry'
+his and “Dear Dinr){" +hat.

Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do and
what he actually does are two very different things.

www.wimpykid.com
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