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—OKEYAMA HOTEL, SAITAMA—

YOUR ALIBI
IS PERFECT,
SASAI.SAN!

WELL PLEASE FOR GIVE
y PLEASE WELL.. HAVEN'T YOU ME FOR SAYING
YES... [ | ALLOW ME, HEARD ME THIS 50, B, DetEC S
DETECTIVE WHOLE TIME? YOU'RE | DONT BELIEVE
mmmznyhz: | HAVE AN ANNOYING... YAUVE CUEN
— ALIBI!! CONSIDERED THIS
y MAN COULD BE
----- A\ THE KILLER..




HE DID INDEED HOTEL GUESTS IN

HOWEVER, THE NOVELIST
MEET US AT THE SASAISAN ROOMS HEARDS THE IMATAKE SATORY
FESTIVAL AND HAD HAS SAID g WAS SHOT DEAD
RAN TAKE A aTHE || ety BY SOMEONE
il WASATTHE I]|  suspicious waN AT 2 0K 3
MINUTES AFTER
FOR HIM.. SPRING il 8 0'CLOCK..

FESTIVAL
ATS

YES... IT WOULD BE |
POSSIBLE TO TAKE A HOWEVER,
CAR FROM THIS HOTEL THAT WAS
TO THE FESTIVAL AFTER
GROUNDS IN 40 B:40...
MINUTES...

TAKE A LOOK!!
o X i
' TOOK PHOTOS
WHICH IS LIT AT
8 OCLOCKAND PN S pa At . BEFORE HE
DISAPPEARS I\ / YR ' MET US...
25 MINUTES | (Il ) P o
LATER!! G fr

s

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO GET TO
THE FESTIVAL FROM THIS

/i : THAT IS,
nglﬁlluril?i:g:}usﬁik P M THIS PHOTO PROVES

For M 0 Have | IR 2. ik THAT SASALSAN
COMMITTED THE Ll WAS AT THE
ceme! | & aldhy, | FESTIVAL BEFORE
:h.l' T R R m |.I_I f
i ; W ;




AND TS A
DISPOSABLE
CAMERA!
How couly ()
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/
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100 SOMETHING Ay S
LIKE THAT? % S

HAHAHA...
| HANDED MY
CAMERA DIRECTLY (e
OVER TO YOU IT COULD HAVE Hggﬁ;ggﬁrgr
POLICEMEN AND BEEN MULTIPLE THAT THE
ASKED YOU TO EXPOSURES... PHOTO COULD
EXPOSE THE FILM! SOMEONE WHO HAVE BEEN

KNEW A LOT )
ABOUT CAMERAS | DOCTORED
COULD...

SIR!
THERE IS NO
EYIDENCE OF ANY
TAMPERING WITH

THE FILM!

YOU
WERE THE
ONE |
GAVE THE
CAMERA

YOU JUST CAN'T
SUSPECT SASALSAN FOR
STAYING IN THIS ROOM
WITH HIS OLD FRIEND...

\,

]

THERE THERE,
DETECTIVE

YOKOMIZO... Yol

THEY TOLD
ME SASAISAN
SAID HE WAS
LEAVING FOR
THE FESTIVAL
ARQUND
7:30...

I

LC G

AND YOU KNOW
YES... | ASKED THE THAT HE CAME
FONT DESK... | 70 THE FESTIVAL
DIDNT HE
BRING HIM OFTEN,

RIGHT?

HERE SO THEY
COULD GO
TO THE
FESTIVAL?




AND | | KEPT CHECKING THE
FORGOT TIME BECAUSE | WANTED
TO BRING MY T0 MAKE SURE | COULD
WATCH REACH THE FESTIVAL
TODAY... BEFORE THE TEN

BURNED OUT AFTER

—

YES... THEY SAID
\ HE MADE THEM

|
\_  CHECK THE TIME
N\ SEVERAL TIME,
\ITMUSTBE
$0...

IMATAKE'S WALLET IS GONE,

FORGET

AND THE KILLER TORE THE ABOUT THE .
ROOM APART... THIS IS STATE OF ou:!
OBVIOUSLY A ROBBERY... THE ROOM

ALREADY?

NOW I'D LIKE
THE REAL
INVESTIGATION
INTO WHAT
KILLED MY
FRIEND TO
BEGIN...

HEY, ARE
YOU REALLY
OKAY,
MISTER...

WHICH MAKES
IT OBVIOUS THAT
HE CARELESSLY

OPENED THE DOOR
AND GOT SHOT

AT THAT INSTANT!!

V]

WHOA...
YOU EVEN
KNOW THE

TIME...

IT JUST SEEMS
TOO FISHY.
AS IF EVERYTHING
YOU DID WAS TO
CREATE AN

AND
IMATAKE

WAS DEAD
IN THE
DOORWAY,




SO SOME YOU WERE YOU'VE BEEN
OF YOUR STAYING TALKING TO THE
THINGS HERE, POLICE THE
MIGHT ENTIRE TIME
HAVE BEEN SINCE YOU
STOLEN! CAME...

ARENT
YOU GONNA
CHECK?

SO DID YOU
KNOW YOUR
THINGS WEREN'T

BUT THAT'S
IMPOSSIBLE,

YOU WOULDN'T
MESS UP THE
ROOM BY

YOURSELF...




Wi | WAS SO
PREOCCUPIED
DON'T WE WITH THE MURDER HAHAHA...
CHECK OF MY FRIEND THAT THE BOY'S
RIGHT | DIDN'T EVEN
THINK ABOUT
IT...

THERE'S
NOTHING
STOLEN...

IMATAKE-Q[} )/ s
SENSEI!! || s




&>

'LITERATURE ERA' BUT
RIGHT... ! IS THE MAGAZINE THAT THIS IS
THE NOVEL IMATAKE'S BRAVE INPOS.
THAT A SWORD LEGEND' WAS SIBLE...
STARTED BEING SERIALIZED IN!

A YEAR

I'M YAMADA,

AN EDITOR FROM
| CAME RIGHT THE MONTLY
OVER FROMTHE M)  ‘LITERATURE ERA!  (
OFFICE WHEN | WAS IN CHARGE /|
THE POLICE OF His works!! (|11l
CALLED!! A1

BUT | NEVER
IMAGINED

ANYTHING WELL, | THOUGHT WE'D

LIKE THIS SPEND A NIGHT ON THE
COULD TOWN CELEBRATING HIS

HAPPEN... RECEPTION OF THE

NAOMOTO AWARD,
SO | DRAGGED HIM
OUT HERE...

ARE YOU
HERE?

YES... THEN YOU
MUST BE
SASALSENSE!!

THIS IS AWFUL...
| CANT GET ANY OTHER
AUTHORS TO WRITE
SOMETHING IN TIME...
AND THERE'S NOTHING
TO MAKE UP FOR
THE LOSS OF...

.1i'h‘|
71| MoRROW! it 1

AAAH, OH, THAT'S RIGHT...
! THAT THE DEADLINE
RIGHT! FOR HIS SERIAL
IMATAKE- /b WAS COMING UP
SENSEI'S SOON...

DEALINE
WAS TO-




WHY DON'T
YOU USE

SOMETHING
| WROTE A

LITTLE WHILE | ST i
AGO... e TN, A
IMATAKE : == e 2 e’_.:_' el e
KEPT BUGGING e __
ME TO SHOW NG D
lT Tﬂ' Hi“, . T .. - # -'".ﬂ;,-' ..::h." '..ilr I,'I.",
SO | ACTUALLY NGy
BROUGHT IT ‘ . W
TODAY... v e \ ~,
L ™
u?? EE‘E'.*.;EE‘D OH NO... SINCE YOU WROTE | DONT
IMATAKE-SENSEI'S WITH IMATAKE-SENSEI THINK | CAN
WAS GOING TO BE YEARS AGO, I'M SURE COMPARE TO
OUR MAIN STORY, THE REST OF THE IMATAKE'S
YOUR NAME EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT WORK, BUT...
CAME UP FOR WILL CONSENT
CONSIDERATION... TO IT!
g
BUT ARE
nurm:hc;w YOU SURE?
I'VE GOT ITS JUST THE
OTHER WORK IF YOU PROLOGUE OF
T0 DEAL WOULD A LONG, LONG
NOW WRITING IT FOR
() LITERATURE
ERA'..




WELL, I'LL &0
TAKE THIS
MANUSCRIPT TH, VERY WELL
BACK TO THE THANK YOU 'LL WRITE
VERY

aCH! IT FOR
e IMATAKE'S

SAKE!!

FOR IMATAKE'S

You
SAFE, AFTER HEARD
THAT GREEDY IVE GOT TO THAT,
BASTARD HURRY BACK ~ NIGHT..
HOME AND

KILLED HIM... START MY

NEW JOB.. /!
) _




2RE2+ 3
i THAT BRAT
& AN PRk " ;I;J:fE? AGAIN...
ALL RIGHT... DID HE LIKE
HE WAS ALWAYS T0 STAY sadlid
SHAVING CLEAN? Uo &
BEFORE HE OR WAS HE 2%
WENT OUT... \ A SLOB? \ [[ \
' ‘ THEN....
DO YOU KNOW j
WHAT KIND OF
PERSON HE
WAS? \o

HEY MISTER!!
YOU SAID YOU
WERE IMATAKE-

SAN'S OLD
FRIEND,
RIGHT?

wiarsso | ||
Wiy DONT  STRANGE? BOY!!

YOU TELL

I'LL GO
REPORT
THIS TO THE
DETECTIVE!

HAHAHA...
ESPECIALLY EVERYONE
A CLEAN BRUSHES THEIR
FREAK!! TEETH!

BUT HE GOT SHOT
THE MOMENT HE
OPENED THE DOOR,
RIGHT?

SO HE MUST
RAVE BEEN
BRUSHING HIS
TEETH BEFORE
HE GOT KILLED,

THAT'S
WEIRD...
IT SHOULDNT
BE LIKE
THAT...

I

DO YOU SEE THE
TOOTHPASE ON HIS
MOUTH? AND THEY

SAID HIS TOOTHERUSH
WAS ON THE GROUND
NEAREY...




e

| —Y; ' WELL,
00 THEY? PEOPLE DON'T
" TRY USUALLY OPEN
[ o P THE DOOR TO A
STRANGER

WHEN THEY'RE
BRUSHING THEIR
TEETH,

THE BOY IS ||
CERTAINLY [
CORRECT...

Fou N oF AT way, L SOHEONEShowe
| THE KILLER MUST HAVE BEEN i
SOMEONE FAMILIAR WHO HAD Mribolempid 8

ARRANGED TO MEET
HIM HERE...

THAT!




2 Ea+ 8

<0

THE KILLER

WAS IN THE

ROOM THE
ENTIRE TIME...

EITHER WAY,
YOU FIT THE
BILL, YOU SEE,
SASALSAN?

| =] \
m HOW THE HELL - ‘m“
AM | SUPPOSED /g 7 )
uﬂ& TO KNOW &R

WHETHER

OR NOT HE
WAS BRUSHING

W HIS TEETH?! -
AR
LN

IF YOU WANT £ ] 74 N
S TOPINMEAS _(PRE B iy g I 007 THIS
—  THE CRIMINAL, <5~V A—ge—" =77 PICTURE!
=" YOUHAVETO [/ RIma |

= wRovem T E AL ) 7« / \

13

e . .
AN,
FESTIVAL HU* YOU ““ﬂh, PROVE

CANT! ' X, .~ ~ THAT I

i ,\ i | ;I, - .
(2 e

FROM THE
VERY

(.




. I'M
THIS S  POSITIVE
IS THE S
KILLER!

AND s _ TRASHED
THEN | THE ROOM
KLLED  § TO MAKE IT

IMATAKE. | '. SEEM LIKE A

\

1
:-‘f"ﬂ/[
@ ','
& )
PLENTY OF 5 i
TIME FOR WE MET 149
HIM TO GET ++ % HIM AT THE g, Bl AL
THERE AFTER FESTIVAL | ‘i* Lo
COMMITTING AFTER . ,.
THE MURDER

IT'S UNNATURAL

THE STATE OF

THE ROOM, Fﬁggﬂ“E““E AND THEN...
HIS BEHAVIOUR, WHO SAID THEY THE FIRST WORDS
WERE THERE SINCE
IT ALL POINTS HE SAID WHEN
THE BEGINNING
TO HIM BEING WE SAW HIM
T0 SHOW UP AFTER
THE KILLER... AT THE
SOMETHING LIKE

THAT!




IT SAYS

THAT HE WAS SR 2 |;
, g BUT HE
HERE BEFORE %, | p. HAS THAT

PHOTO!!

A
PERFECT
ALIBI!!!

HOW, WITH NO
TAMPERING
WITH THE FILM
HOW COULD
OR CAMERA? HE HAVE
TAKEN THAT
PHOTO?!

JUST A DAMN, THERE
LITTLE CLUE MUST BE AND HE
T0 BREAK SOMETHING... EVEN MADE
A PICTURE
Dﬂﬂglllfﬂ / AFTER 8:40 RAN TAKE A

DOESN'T MAKE PICTURE OF

HIM ON
ANY ALIBI... PURPOSE...

THINK, THINK,
BACK WHEN

YOU MET HIM...
SOME

KIND OF




HEY,
WAIT!!

IF IT'S 50 HOT, h
YOU COULD [

JUST TAKE OFF

YOUR JACKET...

GREAT,

TAKE ONE. g NOW THAT |
(WITHTHE g THINK ABOUT
ICHI BEHIND 2 28 ABOUT, WHEN

ME... B HE HAD RAN
i TAKE THE

PICTURES...

| SWEAR
THAT HE...

SORRY,
BUTI'M
GOING NOW!

OR WAS
IT THAT HE
GOULDNT
TAKE IT
OFF...

THAT'S
RIGHT...
IN THE MIDST
OF THE
FESTIVAL...

DIDNT HE
TAKE IT
OFF?




L mLsue [h pammir 4
> FYoU [P Leave me

=7 PONTLET 11~ ALONE!

il pLease wam
Q[\ ot one
) TALKING

x
|
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|
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DEFINITELY
THE KILLER...

FIGURED
OUT THE
TRICK!!
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WAS A
MURDER!!! &
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