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THAT TREASURE
IS MORE IMPORTANT
TO ME THAN MY

THAT'S GREAT
MISTER,
YOU WERE

THAT DRAGON?
THATS THE CARVING
YOU SAY MARU
DENJIROU-SAN
HELD AGAINST YOUR
WILL IN EXCHANGE
FOR THE LOAN...

LOOK LIKE IT
GOT TOUCHED




YOU SEE?

| LOOK HOW MUCH

{  EVERYTHING IN |
THE ROOM GOT

. CUT UP BY

j & THE KATANA. .

IT MUST BE LIKE
A MIRACLE THAT
ONLY YOUR
CARVING DIDN'T

LOOK, EVEN
THE OTHER
THINGS AROUND
THE DRAGON
ARE BROKEN

I'VE JUST
FIGURED
IT OUT,
AKUTSU-
SAN...

)
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THAT YOU

( A’ o ARE THE
N N AR KILLER!

WHAT?!
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FIRST OF ALL,
YOU PUT THE
SWORD IN HIS
HANDS THE
WRONG

BUT YOU
MADE TWO TO MAKE IT
FATAL LOOK EXACTLY

"""" MISTAKES!! AS THOUGH
THE KILLER

AND THE
VICTIM HAD

A SWORD

FIGHT!!

THIS MUST
HAVE BEEN
BY CHANCE!

HEH... ITS MORE IMPORTANT

TO YOU THAN YOUR LIFE!!

SO EVEN IF YOU KILLED
SOMEONE, YOU
COULDN'T HARM
THE CARVING!!

INMe/

%; DRAGON!!
."hf? M

THE PROOF
IS THAT
UNTOUCHED

<
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YOu
DESTROYED

THE ROOM,  IN ORDER TO
THE YOU PUT  SINGLE OUT
THE KATANA E 1Al

IN THE PRACTICING
VICTIM'S SUWA-SAN,
HANDS... YOU MADE IT
. APPEAR THAT

HE DID THE

. |1
aNLaIE:

| DIDN'T LIE!
| REALLY
DID LEAVE
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THEN WHY DID YOU
LIFE ABOUT LEAVING
THE MESSAGE ON
THE ANSWERING
MACHINE?

L vou couont

DAMAGE
THAT DRAGON
CARVING!!
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Ul THERE
N WASNTA
N =7\ THIRD ONE!

THIRD?!

AND THE
VICTIM WAS
IN THE HOUSE
AT THE TIME,

50
WHY THE

ANSWERING
MACHINE?

AND SUWA. |
SANSAT |
441,

WERE

AT 4:38,
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HATANO-SAN'S -f'-'-;f'f-':'

BUT THE
ONLY TWO
MESSAGES...

&L SNl
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THE FIRST
ONE...
MUST HAVE
BEEN ARGUND
AND THE 230 §
ZND AND > &
IR0 WERE @*aﬁ,
AFTEE 4:30)... ,- = -:i..,_' /"
(-
b MRRAN

WAS THE
FIRST CALL
REALLY
FROM
AKUTSU-
SAN?

BUT THE

FIRST KEPT

RINGIN

G...
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THE BODY WAS
DISCOVERED AT
5 0'CLOCK...
IN THAT 2 HOUR
INTERVAL THERE
WERE 3 PHONE
CALLS!!

THAT'S RIGHT, IT
WAS ABOUT 3
0'CLOCK THAT THE
VICTIM AND THE
PERSON WHO
SEEMS TO BE THE
KILLER WENT INTO
THE BUILDING...
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WAIT...
THE 2ND
AND 3KD

CALLS GOT
CUT OFF

RIGHT

AWAY...

BY THE TIMES,
THE 2ND AND 3RD
CALLS MUST HAVE
BEEN HATANO-SAN

AND SUWA-SAN,
BUT...
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WHEN | THOUGHT AN i
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THROUGH, T WAS ) marsrohr [N\ wienvoo cales, |/
T e a BING: OF NN WAS THERE ANYTHING |/
ANSWERING \ X W e A
MACHINE... . L, : TIMES... . E:h IT?
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YOU HEARD IT,
RIGHT, TOU-SAN?
WE GOT WORRIED
WASNT THAT
BECAUSE NO ONE THE FIRST

CALL, THAT
RAN A LOT
OF TIMES?

CAME TO ANSWER

LIKE,
YOU DIDNT
GET THROUGH,
OR...

-1
ustwarr, | OH WELL... JOW DOLS Y
LET ME A, JUST LIKE IF NO ONE PICKS ANSWERNG
- | | SAID! UP AFTER SEVERAL MACHINE
RINGS, IT
AUTOMATICALLY
SWITCHES OVER
TO THE MACHINE...

The appointment

This 1s Suwa... time is 5 o'clock,

I wish to

talk about I think I will so I'm leaving oy
yvour iai come a little right now. .. uh, this 15
advance- earlier than our bye. . . Hatano. ..
ment test agreed time of Maru-san
next 6 o'clock. .. are you

there?
oh dear...




: WELL, YOU HAVE
TwAs | NO MESSAGE
JUSTABIT V! L  EITHER BEFORE OR
BEFOREMY | 3 \ AFTER THESE

APPOINT.
MENT...
JUST
BEFORE

very well,
I shall see
vou soon. ..

LEAVE ONE!!
1L BE BACK
A BIT LATER,
” BUTILLPAY
v YOU BACK!!

= --. - a

% " 472 IREALLYDID

|, I'LL KILL
YOU...

MACHINE...

=\L

1 i
AND THE TIMES
OF THEIR MEETINGS ®
ARE ALL FISHY... BUT THERE'S
NO MESSAGE
FROM HIM ON

THE ANSWERING "';
e

el

e

HAHA... SO YOU MUST
HAVE HEARD THAT
LONG CALL WHEN
YOU WERE KILLING
MARU-SAN, YES?

THATS 0DD...
IF HE REALLY WAS
THE MURDERER,
WHY WOULD HE
MAKE UP A LIE
THAT OBVIQUS...?




BUT HE

S

DIDN'T LEAVE AKUTSU- SUWA-
A MESSAGE... SAN SAID, SAN SAID,
I'LL BE I'M COMING
LATE', EARLY'
AT 4 AT &
O'CLOCK!
ONE OF THEM IF YOU EXCLUDE :
MUST HAVE KOGOROU AND fl"'
COME AT 31! TAKE THE OTHER BUT | SAW HIM! :
THREE WHO HAD SOMEONE WHO
SCHEDUALED SEEMS TO BE
MEETINGS WITH THE KILLER
THE VICTIM, CAME TO VISIT
AT 3 O'CLOCK...

e

| MYSTERIOUS

PERSON ARRIVES...7!

i ion

4:00

MYSTERIOUS LONG RINGING
PHONE CALL?
AKUTSU-SAN SAID HE CALLED,
BUT THERE'S NO
MESSAGE...

(MEETING 4:00)

HATANG-SAN
SAID, I'M
LEAVING

RIGHT NOW

AT 5 G'CLOCK!

:rlf__ -::'..I

POSSIBLE TIME OF MURDER

HATANO-SAN'S CALL
(MEETING 5:00)

o ]

SUWA-SAN'S CALL
(MEETING 6:00)

o

BODY DISCOVERED!!

POLICE AND THREE

SUSPECTS SHOW UP...

THEN ALL THREE CAME
AFTER 5, WHEN WE
DISCOVERED THE
BODY...

IN OTHER
WORDS...
ONE OF THEM
IS LYING
ABOUT THEIR
APPOINTMENT




YOU ¢OULD

HAVE BEEN
| CARRYING

il SOME- [

THING

11 QL
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BUT IT'S STRANGE..,
MY HUSEAND ALWAYS

KEPT IT IN

THINK ABOUT IT!
PLEASE, INSPECTOR...

WITH ME!!

WAIT...

IF | WAS THE ONE, =7 PORET OUT OF THE
| WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE SULFRIT | PRRRESSSE™ THREE, ONLY
THE CARVING HOME g ONE OF THEM

IS SAYING A
STRANGE
IN A WAY MESSAGE...

THAT A

""" Al normat

ot PERSON
WOULDNT

SAY IT...

THE SAFE

SHOULD OTHER VALU-
EE IN THE ABLES IN
CABINET THIS ROOM?

MA'AM, ARE
THERE ANY

N IT'S GONE?!
. THE SAFE
< KEY IS GONE!!

“_/“f/'\ ,/\ /\j

AN

HERE IT 1S,
IN ANOTHER g%’};ﬁfﬁ

DRAWER...




{ THE CUTS A EBR
& ON THE ,-’ g
L caper.. [ W=




COME ONE, KID, |

G0 HOME AND
GO TO BED!!

| UNDER-
STAND!

I'LL BRING

IT RIGHT

THE INSPECTOR
WANTS YOU TO
LEND ITTO

THE REST | CAN
DO WITH THIS
CUTTER KNIFE...

.
e

HUH?
NO, BOY
YOU CAN'T
JUST 60
TOUCHING
THIS STUFF...

MAYBE...?!

HEY, MISS MAID!
DO YOU HAVE A
POLAROID
CAMERA OR
SOMETHING?

S &P |
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OKAY, I'M
GONNA GO
TAKE IT

YES,

PERFECT!

SHOT OF THE |
!7'- CABINET... (7 zpmh¥.(

] . r :. / ':|:
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I'LL TAKE
A PICTURE

ARE YOU
DOING NOW,
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| GOT THE
dich
WANTED...

» PN .
s

JUST TAKE
THE KNIFE,
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THE CUTS ALL = | SEE NOW...

OVER THE ROOM S0 THAT'S
WERENT JUST IT...
TO IMPLICATE

SUWA-SAN...

N 2N

THIS MEANING > }
. gt i
~\ \ ‘ T |

ALL RIGHT,

L USE THE '
DARTS IN MY IS
LET THEM KNOW
o ABOUTTHS
Ao RIGHT NOW..
HIM FALL

ASLEEP...




NEXT | USE

THE BOW.TIE
VOICE CHANGER

TO MAKE -

; HIS VOICE...

VERY WELL,

AKUTSU-SAN!
MAY | 60 HOME | THINK I'LL TAKE
NOW? | HAVE YOU DOWN TO THE
SOME WORK STATION FOR

AFTER THIS...

QUESTIONING...

CAUSE YOU
ENOUGHT Y/ YOUPOLICE AN ““
7y EVIDENCE V. TAKE ME ANYWHERE </
., TOMEEN 2 THEHELLYOU X
7 ANYWAY!!

FEEL LIKE!!

WAIT
JUST ONE
SECOND!




ONE WHO
KILLED
MARU

) DENJIROU-

1

INGENIOUS

YES...
THE TRICK
THAT WAS

USED TO
DECEIVE
OUR EYES...

OH...
YOU MEAN THAT?
THE WAY THE
ROOM WAS
DESTROYED TO
MAKE THE CRIME
APPEAR TO BB
SOMEONE ?

I

THIS TIME |
TRULY DO

UNDERSTAND,
INPECTOR...

KNOW WHO IT
WAS THAT
COMMITTED THE
HOMICIDE AND
USED THIS
INGENIOUS
TRICK...




