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| JUST HAD
SOMETHING |
WANTED TO
ASK YOU...

EH? WHAT?
IS IT SHIN-
|CHI ON THE

IT'S NOT
REALLY
THAT
IMPOR-
TANT,




Y. YOU

REMEMBER SHINICHI?

_ see, my
mane N
i caught up in

[

a bit of a

B e

LY e i ALl

II'I’ pe—
AND IT HAPPENED FOR SOME REASON,
S0 THE BOSS IS WAS ROSTERED
ELAMING AYA FOR TO CLEAN AND GDHH’EEI:}E:E? STORE
THEFT AND CLOSE THE " SH l'.g K'S AT,

THREATENING TO STORE... AS GONE MISSING...

CALL THE POLICE IF

SHE DOESN'T ADMIT

TOIT...

N

AND THE PRODUCTS THE
WERE MISSING SECURITY

Video

games, .
CDs, DVDs, WHAT WENT EVEN WHEN THE CAMERAS
drinks, MISSING? OWNER GUARDED DIDNT
Tunch THE STORE FROM ~ SHOW ANY

[

packages, THE OUTSIDE... CUSTOMERS
candies... | s STEALING
-/ ANYTHING,
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&

AND YOU SEE,
ACCORDING TO
AYA, THERE ARE

THREE SUSPICIOUS

CUSTOMERS...




Next we have a
salary-man type
The third He pur- person who First
person’s a chased a seems pretty ) \ we have
stubborn raothbrush passive and a uni-
grandma set, a always lets student
Appar- who always shaver, people in, 1in guy who
ently asks for AMA the register stands
;hg discounts hatteries and toilet He pur- around
didn't on nearly and a j queue. : chased reading
buy expired towel. /4 { cup-noodles game
any- Tunch / : ' and other magazines
thing. sets., | ¥l frozen foods until the
- store
closes..
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BUT A ONE MONTH AGO, Mg NS whaTas
MONTH LATER, THE PRODUCTS STOPPED Y "IN HAVE IN COMMON,
WHICH WAS  GOING MISSING AFTER L Y e IS THAT THEY

YESTERDAY,  THE BOSS SCOLDED X W \ REGULARLY
IT STARTED AYA IN FRONT OF ’ EVELA 744 COME IN TO
UP AGAIN THE TOILETS, S S0 NN BORROW THE
DURING AYA'S ~ SHOP’S TOILET...

SHIFT...

(S -
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Nanakawa did something HeﬁlquFHt igEE;%iTﬂfEEﬂ

during her shift that mase 11 THE VERY REASON

the others wouldn't And? EHUHg like FOR THE OWNER
or didn't do. .. There's]] Yyou have TO BLAME

more, nothing to NANAKAWA...
do with
it
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APARENTLY
WOuLD IT If the security EE"éEfJIEE'IrEJGK
HAPPEN TO cameras were running JUST BEFORE THE
BE THAT THE while she was doing STORE CLOSES
STOLEN that, it would THE OTHER WORKERS
LUNCH-SETS prove her finnocence, PILE UP THE BOXE
WERE ON THE but 1t seems the il RS
VERGE OF owner switched the BUT AYA IN THE CORRIDOR
EXPIRING? cameras off after CLOSES OUTSIDE THE TOILET
their trading THE STORE
AFTER SHE
PUTS THEM

AWAY...

lai

it

EH? HOW

.| o you
Ii\k_ffitiff/

Just as I
thought

MIGHT BE A
PRETTY NICE
PERSON...

WILL YOU
HEAR ME
OUT AND NOT

YOU KNOW
WHO DID

a bit of
prob’lem
solving
myself..




| HAD A
GOOD THINK,
ITSOUNDS  BUT IF IT'S NOT
A LITTLE SHOPLIFTING,
UNBELIE- OR THEFT,

VABLE, OR AYA...
BUT THIS

' AH, SORRY,
IT'S JUST THAT | WASN'T

} STARTED LAUGHING
IMAGINING YOU

FROWNING WITH AT YOUR | THﬂé? T‘f’gu
YOUR ARMS \ NeT
FOLDED, EVEN B Sy

THOUGH YOU'VE ,

COME THIS A"
FAR...

LIKE I'M SOME T#STHEEE:IF:T
OVER CONFIDENT .
Hey,
G GIFTED DETECTIVE STOP BEING
deatf EC t.;: ,-Tr]e;r ; LIKE SOMEBODY HI'EET.[‘ ;::EIF
' -
human, we're | KNOW!
not Gods \ |
that know '\.‘ ‘.

everything.

DOES THAT
MEAN MY
THEORY'S




BUut in return,
the excitement
you experience
when your
theory's smack
bang correct
is twice as
great!

I just
thought it
wouldn't be
fair to
take that
away ftrom

I'M JUST
GOING TO
BORROW THE

j ‘ TOILET...
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IT you were
the criminal,
what type of
situation
would you be
troubled

’_‘I.

\

\
o\

by?

THINKING THAT
THERE'S ALWAYS
THE POSSIBILITY
THAT THEY COULD

HAVE MISSED

SOMEWHERE...

SOMETHING,

WA

N,

Have a
think.
There's a
simple way
you can
drag the
culprit
out in
Front of
everyone's

WHEN
DETECTIVES
TELL THEIR
THEORY,
IN REALITY,
MOST ARE
RATHER
ANXIOUS,

think your
theory’s
right, go
test it
out.
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IF YOU

‘B le

EVERY-
wunl || ONE!
oem || QUICKLY! by

THAT OUT
I'LL HAVE

|:' i SHH

FOR HEAVEN'S
SAKE, WHAT
ON EARTH
WERE YOU...







PASSIVE
LOOKING...

THE PERSON
WHO KEPT
TAKING THINGS
NIGHT AFTER
NIGHT, AND WHO
MADE AYA GO
THROUGH ALL

S0 ARE YOU
SAYING HE'S

NIGHT AFTER NIGHT YOU SAY,
BUT | WAS GUARDING THE
STORE QUTSIDE LAST NIGHT
AS WELL, BUT | DIDN'T SEE
THIS MAN SNEAK IN...
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BY SNEAKING
INTO THE STORE
FROM THE ATTIC

ABOVE THE TOILET
AFTER AYA
CLOSED THE

'l .u[ "0
T WAY!
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THAT'S RIGHT...
THIS PERSON HAS
BEEN EATING

i

\. 1| ”
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BECAUSE
THIS PERSON
HAS BEEN
LIVING IN THE
STORE ATTIC 4
ALL ALONG! 7/

THE STORE'S
FOOD AND

I'M BUESSING
THAT HE'D SNEAK WHY WOULD IF HE STEALS
B... BUT,
OUT OF THE HE TAKE THE ENOUGH, I'M SURE AYA-KUN Eﬂnw
STORE NOW AND £D'S AND IT WOULD LAST ROSTERED ON
TTi:!E?l @ri;DHiEéé GAMES~? HIM 2:3 DAYS! 23 TIMESA |
WEEK AND NOT
EVERYDAY...

Il . IF YOU SUDDENLY
I THAT'S NOT A AND THEN
‘ 11| PROBLEM IF YOU'RE CAMEOUTOFTHE  gyr canyou || HE REALLY BESIDES,
1) TOILETS OR NEVER IF HE DIDN'T
KNOWN TO BE A REALLY GO IN || wouLDN'T
CAME OUT AFTER " GET HIS HAIR
REALLY PASSIVE : anpoutof || BEABLETO
GOING IN YOU'D CUT AND TAKE
PERSON... AT ToILeT || come ouT
SEEM REALLY A BATH EVERY
y witHouT BeING || OF THE e
SUSPICIOUS... NoTicED BY || ATTIC FOR By
THE STAFF THE REST R
I= anD otHer || oF Hi Aty
CUSTOMERS?




AND |F HE
HAD BEEN
LIVING UP THERE
ALL ALONG HE
WOULD KNOW
THE TIMES
WHEN THE
TOILETS GET
BUSY...

THE
BATTERIES
WERE FOR
HIS TORCH
T0 SEARCH
OTHER  THROUGH THE

THE

THINGS  PRODUCTS
WERE ITEMS AT NIGHT!
TO PRESENT

HIMSELF
PROPERLY!
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IF HE CLIMBED OUT

OF THE ATTIC JUST

BEFORE THE STORE
STARTED TO GET

BUSY AND MERGED
WITH THE OTHER
CUSTOMERS,

IT WOULDN'T BE

S0 SUSPICIOUS,

LIKE, IF YOU KEPT
LETTING PEOPLE 6O IN
FRONT OF YOU IN THE
QUEUE AND YOU GOT
PUSHED BACK TO THE

VERY END, NO ONE

WILL SEE YOU
ENTERING THE
TOILET

SO THE
TOOTHBRUSH
SET, SHAVER,

TOWEL AND
BATTERIES HE
WAS BUYING
WAS...

)

THE
CEILING
BOARD'S
LOOSE!

o o P,
L e ey

( THE STORE WOULD
ALSO BE BUSY,

AND THE WORKERS

PROBABLY DON'T

KEEP NOTES ON JS.TE?E Es

WHO GOES INAND ¢ amiioieD) AT

OUT OF THE
STORE! A CERTAIN

PLUS, I'D
IMAGINE

BN

B..BOSS! [  ANDYOU
ITSJUST A8 CANFIND
LIKE WHAT &8 A MIRROR
THATGIRL JE|  AND S0AP

IN THE
TOILETS,




/ BUT...

* . wHy would |f , !
sroase Lk ||| HE BOTHER |E IT'S FULL ¢
AYASA  Fo TN DOING ALL OF RUBRISH! &

HARD N THAT DURING | r
| WORKER! A AYAKUN'S | .
L& - SHIFT...

THEY WERE THE BOXES
NEVER PUT AWAY PLACED
BY THE OTHER ALONG THIS
WORKERS AND CORRIDOR...
LEFT PILED,
BLOCKING THE
CORRIDOR SO HE
WASN'T ABLE TO
GET THROUGH...

AND THAT'S WHY

HE WAS ABLE B
COULDN'T HE TO GET THROUGH Pacgg[ﬂl?m
HAVE JUST WHEN HE CAME AWAY AND
MOVED THE DOWN DURING PUT THEM

BOXES TO GET THE NIGHT! ASIDE...

THROUGH...

¥
\B‘ True,
might I;JE THAT'S THE
able to get PART I'M
through if STUCK ON...
. he moved
\ the boxes.
\\: ‘_.




——

/)

ks

NN

THAT'S and for

that psycho-

= loaical BUT IF THE
SEE... 4 /= e AND THEN WORKERS LATER
? couldn’t THAT WOULD REALISED THAT THE
A risk passing]| HAVE LED THEM BOXES HAD BEEN
: through TO SUPECT MOVED, THEY'D
the corr- THE TOILET AND SUSPECT THAT
THEN IT'D ONLY THE CRIMINAL
BE A MATTER HAD PASSED
OF TIME UNTIL THROUGH THE
THE ATTIC WAS CORRIDOR,

DISCOVERED...

| GUESS YOU WERE
BUT IF YOU MAKING YOUR
HADN'T STOPPED  woney TO EAT JUST DON'T
THAT TIME, BY SELLING THE GETIT..
| WOULDN'T — aAMES YOU STOLE, WHY DID
HAVE BLAMED (obSTOR
AYAKUN AS STEALING
RULRS DURING

THAT ONE

TH... THAT'S 2 g THE CRIMINAL
SO HE HEARD AYA : BECAUSE HE'S / MIGHT BE A
FROM THE ATTIC T/ A NICE PERSON...
AND | THINK HE . \ s
DECIDED TO STOP
STEALING THE
PRODUCLTS...

FLLNEVER
FORGIVEYOU 4

7 M rormakne ava 4 EUT | wasto THE REASON
7M. 60 THROUGH DO HIS HE WAS TAKING
- f:lll'-“ SUCH A NASTY - EUSHE'A- BEST NOT HEAHHLES}IELRED-
5 . TO AFFECT LU TS,
i'gl[lr_,_ EXPERIENCE!! THE SHOP'S
Y afl ¢ PROFIT AND
et II il
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| I'M SO
VERY VERY
| SORRY!

AND WHEN WM BUT | DIDN'T HAVE
ITRIED [man|  ANY MONEY TO BUY

| GOT FIRED FROM

AND THEN TO GET OUT, ' ANYTHING... AND r;&lﬂgﬂi ﬂmﬂﬂs
USED TO ASIN (e 100 I || came iNTo THis
THE DARK, - AN « || sToRe wHeN |
|COULD 5 el . WAS ABOUTTO 410
SUDDENLY I’ ; Q<M | coLLaPSE FROM A
= ; ! . DIZZINESS ; ;

 AND HUNGER... /4

IT WOULD BE OKAY

| FOOD PILED
SINCE YOU HAVE /B LG

= MOUNTAINS!!

15

YOU'VE GOTTA BE JOKING!

B, BILLING ME?

BUTIDONT 77 HOW MUCH DO YOU THINK
WARE RCENT. o =) WE GOTTA SELL TO GET
A BACK WHAT YOU'VE
-~ . BEEN TAKING!!




EXCUSE,
ME...
I'M SORRY
TO INTER-

RUPT,

EH? NO |
HAVEN'T...
WHY?

| ALSO STARTED WORKING

HERE AFTER QUITTING MY
SALES JOB AT A COMPANY, ; ALTHOUGH
80 TS NOT LIKE | HIRE ME?! YOU'LL BE
%, DON'T UNDERSTAND! THANK YOU, || EARNING CLOSE
A | THANKYOU ||  TO NOTHING
| SO MUCH!! TO START
WITH...

I, I'M VERY BI}THI ¥ You
SORRY... /=4 OF YOUL £ Riih
YOU COULD
= APOLOGISE
A TO AYA?

Have Yyou

come and AH, 5|'!|'II'I‘H‘:|"|.1r

cleaned my WELL IT'S what did
house NOTHING || you -.-_ua[;t

recently? || TOO IMPOR- [f ", 021N




NAH,

SORRY 7 ' ' e

HAVEN'T,

FINE...

MAKE SURE

YOU EAT TEA YEAH...
AT POALD, THAT'S

VB OKAY OTOU-SAN! RIGHT,

' I'LL BE

STAYING AT
SENSEI'S

HOUSE

TONIGHT...

N

PROBABLY SHEESH, | CAN'T BELIEVE
RELIEVED SHE GOT DRUNK AND
SINCE SHE L PASSED OUT AT HER
CAN GO BACK - FAREWELL

TO HER L .

FAMILY
HOME...

HE'S

\ B [ HELPED

ME OUT

\ e NeEEa AN
" rrusTra. 80 N0
I\( THJ f‘.:'u- ,l;.:.'..! _' / ,-' PO
\\"._ .,f'f‘\L ' X | AGAIN..
N b7, SO\ |
v 1 'y ; |
Lo\ _.-- " !II . | | | |
Yl.-w i\ f-: | | (l |I i
- S
N AT




IT REALLY !
S...




